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Three Dollars

Historic “Castle in the Clouds” Site Tour
June 5 Chapter Meeting

We have a very interesting site 
for our June Chapter Meeting, 
the historic Castle in the Clouds 
in Moultonborough, NH. Please 

sign up today...we expect this to be a full event!
Tom and Olive Plant’s mountaintop estate, 

Lucknow, built in 1913-1914 high in the 
Ossipee Mountain Range, known as Castle 
in the Clouds, opened to the public in 1959, 
the house is an unusual example of Arts and 
Crafts architecture in New England, express-
ing that aesthetic movement’s philosophy of 
living in harmony with nature. Designed by 
the architectural firm of J. Williams Beal & 
Sons of Boston, the house not only exhibits 
skilled hand craftsmanship in every aspect 
of its interior and exterior, but also features 
a number of technological innovations of the 
early 20th century.

After a series of failed investments, Plant 
attempted, from the mid-1920s through the era 
of the Great Depression, to sell the mountain-
top estate. However, no buyer was found, and 

the Plants continued to live at Lucknow until 
Tom Plant’s death in 1941, at which time the 
property was sold. Plant’s desire to maintain 
the integrity of the mountaintop estate and the 
stewardship of the families who owned the 
property since, have ensured that Lucknow 
survived in close to its original state and that 
its magnificent natural setting was protected.

John Merkle AIA, TMS Architects; Steve 
Bedard, Bedard Preservation & Restoration; 
and Michael Desplaines, Castle in the Clouds 
Executive Director will be our tour guides and 
presenters. The event includes the tour, recep-
tion and dinner, and the presentation.

 Come join AIANH on a tour of this exciting 
estate. We will also be able to see some less 
visited areas and behind the scenes aspects. 
Castle in the Clouds in June is a magnificent 
place to be, don’t miss it. hanks to Pella Win-
dows and Doors for sponsoring this event! 

 Information at: www.aianh.org/news/
aianh-events. This program offers 1.5 AIA 
LUs.  n
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Perspective
Point of view from the president of AIANH

2014 Board of Directors
President: Shannon Alther AIA
President-Elect: Paul Bourbeau AIA
V-President: Jay Lawrence Purcell AIA
Sec/Treas: Sheldon Pennoyer AIA
Immediate Past President: 

Karolina Burtt AIA
Directors: Nick Isaak AIA 
Dennis McNeal AIA
Susan Phillips-Hungerford AIA
Bart Sapeta AIA
Associate Representative: 

Matt Lawton Assoc. AIA
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Liz LeBlanc
Executive Director: Carolyn Isaak

NH Forum is published monthly by AIA New 
Hampshire, the New Hampshire Chapter of 
The American Institute of Architects.

For advertising rates and sizes, contact the 
AIANH office.

For membership information, contact the 
AIANH office.
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Bruce Hamilton AIA, Liz LeBlanc, 
Dale Doller AIA, 
Carolyn Isaak, Executive Director; 
Proofreader: John Urdi AIA; 
GSLA: Jenniver DiNovo
PlanNH: Robin LeBlanc
The AIANH Editorial Board reserves the right 
to edit articles for available space and to 
review all material for appropriateness prior 
to inclusion. 

The editors of the NH Forum seek to encour-
age a lively discussion of design and other 
topics of concern to designers. Opinions 
and proposals presented in the newsletter 
are those of the writers to whom they are 
attributed and are not a statement of official 
policy by AIANH, unless so stated.

AIANH
310 Marlboro St. 
2nd Flloor, Keene, NH 03431 
Tel: 603-357-2863; Fax: 603-357-0835; 
E-mail: office@aianh.org
Visit our Website at www.aianh.org

Shannon Alther AIA
President 2014

Please Draw Today
In the age of email, 

computers and generally 
too much multi-tasking, 
please take 15 minutes 

and sketch some stuff…anything. It could 
be for work, for yourself (doodling), for your 
kids or just to kill a little time. No strings at-
tached…just draw. If Picasso could do it, so 
can you. Get cracking.

My work for 15 minutes:

Lesson:
If you take the challenge you will find at 

least one important lesson from the exercise. 
We can discuss this next month. If you are 
brave enough send your sketch my way: 
pod1@tms-architects.com. (Please send as a 
300 ppi jpg.)
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Emerging Professionals Network
by Matt Lawton Assoc. AIA, AIANH Associate Director

MoMA and 
Goethe’s Faust
It may be fate, or coin-
cidence, but lately I’ve 

been reading a lot of articles regarding the 
additions being designed for the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York City. For those of 
you who may not be familiar with the devel-
opments, here is the short version. Adjacent 
to MoMA is the former American Folk Art 
Museum, designed by Tod Williams Billie 
Tsien Architects. The museum was completed 
and opened in 2001, shortly after 9/11, but 
went bankrupt ten years later. The quirky, 
MoMA, enlarging its 630,000 square foot 
real estate, later purchased the 40,000 square 
foot museum with sculpted bronze façade. 
MoMA announced in April 2013 that it would 
demolish the Folk Art Museum, to allow for an 
expansion of the Jean Nouvel-designed tower, 
and later Diller Scofidio + Renfro was hired to 
review MoMA’s campus and expansion. Diller 
later presented concepts that, in order to create 

Matt Lawton Assoc. AIA
Associate Director

a workable circulation path from the existing 
gallery spaces to new galleries in the tower, 
people would need to be go through the space 
currently occupied by the Folk Art Museum. 
There were efforts to integrate the building, 
but the intimate gallery spaces, winding stair-
cases, and floor plates did not meet those of 
MoMA. Therefore, it was determined that, in 
order to meets MoMA’s curatorial approach 
and crowds, the bronze gem would need to 
be torn down.

Metropolis recently had an interesting com-
parison for the plight of the building, Referring 
to Marshall Berman’s All That is Solid Melts 
into Air, he casts Goethe’s Faust as a developer. 
As Berman tells it, Faust, in collaboration with 
Mephisto, starts reclaiming lands for harbors 
and canals along a previously untouched 
shoreline. “The whole region around him has 
been renewed, and a whole new society cre-
ated in his image,” Berman wrote. “Only one 
small piece of ground along the coast remains 
as it was before. This is occupied by Philemon 
and Baucis, a sweet old couple who have been 
there from time out of mind. They have a little 
cottage on the dunes, a chapel with a little 
bell, a garden full of linden trees…” Berman 
saw this elderly couple as “the embodiment in 
literature of a category of people that is going 
to be very large in modern history: people 
who are in the way – in the way of history, 
of progress, of development – people who 
are classified, and disposed of, as obsolete.” 
Later the article would conclude the story: 
Faust, infuriated that Philemon and Baucis 
stand in the way of his total domination of 
the landscape, offers them money or a new 
piece of land. But they refuse to move, so he 
orders Mephisto “to get the old people out of 
the way,” who then burns the building to the 
ground and kills the couple.

This is disconcerting for the designers of 
today, and tomorrow. Are the buildings of our 
present not worth saving in place of progress? 
Most of the work I do merges existing space 
with new, but how often are buildings demol-
ished for new, with space being a premium? 
The American Folk Art Museum could have 
been spared, eliminated from the core circu-
lation pattern and allowed to act as a satellite 

GET 
READY 
TO GO!

AIANH has been selected to receive 
an AIA Component Scholarship grant 
in the amount of $1000. Since 2005, 
AIA has been awarding scholarship 
grants to local and state components 
in its mission to support scholarship 
programs for architecture students.

In a letter to the chapter, AIA states:  
We are pleased with the work your 
chapter has done and are excited 
to include you as a recipient of the 
2014 program.... Scholarships are so 
important to students and your work 
in providing these opportunities to 
our future professionals is greatly ap-
preciated.”

AIANH’s Scholarship program is 
a joint effort between AIANH and 
the NH Architecture Foundation, our 
501(c)3 charitable arm. We have been 
awarding scholarships since 2009. 
Including the upcoming 2014 distri-
bution, the total amount awarded is 
$17,400. The 2014 Recipients will 
be announced and presented at our 
June 5 Chapter Meeting at Castle in 
the Clouds.

AIANH Receives 
Matching 
Scholarship Grant

THE ARCHITECTS’ 
CHOICE SINCE 1933

Spaulding Brick Co., Inc.

28 Daniel Plummer Road
Goffstown, NH 03045

(603) 647-8442xxFax (603) 647-8439

5 Lopez Road
Wilmington, MA 01887

(617) 666-3200xxFax (617) 625-8110

250 Station Street
Cranston, Rhode Island 02910

(401) 467-2220xxFax (401) 467-2359
Continued on p. 11
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Renovate for Recovery
Architects help improve accessibility for Boston Marathon survivors

Job Opportunities,
Positions Sought

Job listings and positions sought list-
ings are on the AIANH website: www.
aianh.org/careers. To submit an ad, 
please email ad text to office@aianh.
org. Job opportunity listings are free 
for AIANH members and $80 for four 
months for non-members. Listings for 
Positions Sought are free for everyone. 
Please include your contact informa-
tion with your ad listing.

Submit Your 
Details...

Do you have an interest-
ing job on the boards or 
one that is newly complet-
ed? How about a new hire, 
a promotion at your firm, 
or someone had a baby? 
Maybe you’ve recently 
received an award or had 
your project featured in a 
magazine?

Send us the information 
and we’ll print it in our 
“Details...” columns. Email 
to office@aianh.org. Pho-
tographs can also be used 
(300 ppi).

A  c l A s s i c

REiNVENTED
from Marvin

THE NEXT GENERATION 

ULTIMATE DOUBLE HUNG WINDOW

Marvin combines state-of-the-art technology 
with legendary craftsmanship to unveil 

this first of its kind window. 
A modern innovation that remains 

historically authentic.

Available soon. To experience the difference contact a retailer nearest you.

MILLWORK MASTERS
Swanzey, NH • 603.358.3038

Nashua, NH • 603.880.3212
www.millworkmasters.com

SELECTWOOD
Portsmouth, NH  •  800.922.5655 

www.Selectwood.com

MARvIn DESIgn gALLERy by 
WInDOWS & DOORS by bROWnELL  

West Lebanon, NH • 603.298.5555
www.wdbrownell.com

bELLETETES InC.
Andover, NH  • 603. 735.5193 

www.belletetes.com

AIA_NH_may_june14.indd   1 5/5/14   12:38 PM

The 2014 Boston Marathon 
marks another anniversary for 
one of Boston’s most storied 
sporting events. This year, 

anticipation of the race evoked especially 
powerful emotions. Runners, residents, and 
supporters around the world honored the lives 
lost during the 2013 bombings while celebrat-
ing the resiliency exhibited by the more than 
200 injured and the courage of those who 
rushed to aid them.

This one-year milestone is meaningful for 
all survivors, but for those most grievously 
injured, the long road to recovery has just be-
gun. More than a dozen people lost limbs, and 
many suffered severe nerve damage and other 
muscular injuries in the explosions; mobility 
issues now present tremendous obstacles to 
them, especially at home.

On April 18, 2013, immediately after the 
bombings, a group BSA members formed 
Renovate for Recovery, a volunteer initiative 
with a mission to facilitate pro bono design 

modifications and renovations to homes be-
longing to the injured survivors. Renovate for 
Recovery’s work continues as strongly today 
as it did when it began a year ago. Working 
with the Boston Survivors Accessibility Alli-
ance, BSA’s Renovate for Recovery is already 
assisting in the adaptation of eight homes by 
creating accessible bathrooms, stairs, entry-
ways, kitchens, and more.

Renovate for Recovery continues to focus 
on delivering access projects with fully do-
nated goods and services. There is a lot more 
work to do and an ongoing need for labor and 
materials. The program is still open and ac-
cepting applications from marathon bombing 
victims.

For a list of completed and in-progress 
projects, followed by a list of specific needs, 
visit www.architects.org/committees/news/
renovate-recovery-update-working-2013-mar-
athon-survivors. To learn more about Renovate 
for Recovery, contact psmith@architects.
org. n
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Sheldon Pennoyer AIA, Susan Phillips-Hungerford AIA, and Bart Sapeta AIA juried the sixth 
annual AIANH High School Design Competition. The winners were announced at the AIANH-KSC 
Architecture Department Event on May 1.

Winners of the AIANH 2014 
High School Design Competi-
tion. Awards were distributed at 
the May 1 joint between AIANH 

and the Keene State College Architecture 
Department.

The AIANH High School Design Competi-
tion is a program that requires students to work 
on a theoretical project throughout the school 
year under the guidance of their instructors. 
AIANH volunteer architects visit the schools 
when possible to review the program and again 
to give critiques before the submissions are 
due. This year two site visits were organized 
for the participating students

The program involves a design solution, a 
three-dimensional model, and a graphic plan 
of the project. Students could work in teams 
of two or three or individually. 

Sponsors of the 2014 program are AIANH 
and the Keene State College Architecture 
Department. The program is supported in 
part by a grant from the NH Architecture 
Foundation.

The AIANH Education Committee created 

Winners of the 2014 AIANH 
High School Design Competition

the program for high school students to in-
crease awareness of the relationships between 
space, human scale and function; gain experi-
ence in recognizing the various challenges in 
planning and designing indoor and outdoor 
spaces for specific uses; exercise analytical 
abilities and creativity in solving the problems; 
and gain experience in communicating plan-
ning and design ideas using scale drawings 
and models. 

This year’s project Program was to design 
a Submarine History Center at Albacore Park 
in Portsmouth, NH, for the continued display 
of the USS Albacore, to serve as a vessel to 
honor submarine history in New England, 
and to display many unique Naval artifacts. 
It was a purely theoretical design program 
developed by AIANH for New Hampshire 
students and with the permission of Albacore 
Park, however the design and program require-
ments do not necessarily reflect the desires of 
Albacore Park. 

Students with winning entries have been 
invited to present their projects to the Albacore 

Net Zero and Living 
Building Challenge 
Financial Study

The District of Columbia (the Dis-
trict) is a leader in green building 
implementation. According to the 
2012 Green Building Report, the Dis-
trict has more green buildings than 
other large U.S. cities on a per capita 
basis. While District policies have been 
a driver of high performance building 
development in the private sector, 
ambitious new goals will require the 
District to make another leap forward. 
To advance the industry into the next 
era of green design, the District of 
Columbia’s Department of the Envi-
ronment sought to understand the 
costs and benefits associated with 
net zero energy, net zero water, and 
Living Buildings.

 The purpose of the Net Zero and 
Living Building Challenge Financial 
Study: A Cost Comparison Report for 
Buildings in the District of Columbia 
was twofold. First, to investigate costs, 
benefits and approaches necessary 
to improve building performance in 
the District of Columbia from LEED 
Platinum to zero energy, zero water 
and Living Building status. Second, to 
advise District government on policy 
drivers related to deep green buildings 
and to analyze the opportunities for 
the District to offer incentives to ad-
vance most rapidly toward zero energy, 
zero water and Living Buildings.

Download the Full Report free at: 
http://living-future.org/node/1312 
(PDF, 3.8 MB)

Prepared for: District Department of 
the Environment 

Prepared by: 
International Living Future Institute 
New Buildings Institute 
SKANSKA

Continued on p.  10
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Arriving in Dubai from any-
where in the world invariably 
inspires amusement. As happens 
with many of us who visit from 

afar –the first impressions of the city are awe 
and wonder; how could this happen in such a 
span of a single generation?

It may be that the 
greatest joy of life 
in Dubai remains 
the  ga rgan tuan 
opportunities for 
both work and lei-
sure; while the city 
works very hard, it 
takes its pleasures 
extremely ser i -
ously. The broad 
array of opportuni-
ties for pleasure is 
in part driven by 
the cultural diver-
sity of residents in 
Dubai. Substantial 
populations from scores of cultures reside in 
the city, hence leisure activities that cater to 
diverse tastes are available. Far from being 
cliquish, most recreational activities welcome 
a broad range of participants from different 
backgrounds. Together individuals share fun 
and expand their cultural awareness. 

A glimpse of Dubai in movies and in maga-
zines makes it pretty evident that this city in 
the desert does everything massive and glitzy 
all with the goal to impress. This most visited 
emirates boasts many of the world’s most 
sprawling shopping malls and many other 
vast attractions to amaze and delight tourists. 
Here are a few of the amazing attractions to 
see in Dubai….

Fascinations in Dubai
Text & Photos by Bruce Hamilton, AIA

Burj Khalifa
Towering above the skyline like a futuristic 

rocket, the Burj Khalifa has earned its place as 
the tallest free-standing structure in the world. 
It’s impossible to miss it from anywhere in the 
city, but actually one should make a point to 
take the elevator to the 124th floor observation 
deck in 60 seconds –particularly at night –the 
view is not to be missed.

The Dubai Fountain
The Dubai Fountain is the world’s larg-

est choreographed fountain system set on a 
30 acre man-made Burj Khalifa Lake, at the 
center of the downtown Dubai development. 
The fountain can spray 22,000 gallons of 
water in the air at any moment. It consists of 
many high-pressure water jets and shooters 
which can make the water seem to dance. The 
fountain is animated with performances set to 
light and music.

The Mall of the Emirates
The Mall of the Emirates, one of the largest 

shopping malls in the world outside of Amer-
ica, boasts more than 400 shops, a 14-screen 
cinema complex, restaurants and a five star 
Kempinski hotel. However, it is Ski Dubai, 

Working with NH 
architects since 1974. 

www.hebengineers.com 
Employee-owned in North Conway, NH 

Burj Khalifa

The Dubai Fountain The Ibn Battuta Mall
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the first indoor ski resort which features 
an 85 meter high indoor mountain with 5 
slopes of varying steepness and difficulty. 
A quad lift and a tow lift that carries ski-
ers and snowboarders up the mountain. 
Adjoining the slopes is a 3,000 square 
meter Snow Park play area comprised of 
sled and toboggan runs, an icy body slide, 
climbing towers, giant snowballs and an 
ice cave. Your family and friends at home 
won’t believe the pictures of you hitting the 
slopes in the middle of the desert.

The Dubai Mall
The Dubai Mall is the 

world’s largest shopping 
mall based on total area 
and the thirteenth largest 
by gross leasable area, 
over 13 million square 
feet, the Dubai Mall has 
a total interior floor area 
of 5.9 million square feet 
and leasable space of 3.77 
million square feet. It also 
has a 250 room luxury 
hotel, 22 cinema screens 
and 120 restaurants and 
cafes. The Aquarium & 
Underwater Zoo maybe 
a little unusual – in the 

middle of the Dubai Mall – but that’s Dubai. 
The aquarium is one of the largest tanks in 
the world at 51m x 20m x 11m and features 
the largest viewing panel at 32.8m wide 
and 8.3m high. The aquarium has more 
than 33,000 living species of fish in their 
natural habitat, including 400 sharks and 
rays combined.

Dubai aquariums’ 270 degree acrylic 
walk through tunnel makes for incredible 
close-encounter experiences with some of 
the most fascinating underwater aquatic 
species on the planet. A special “lunar-

cycle” lighting system will change the 
ambiance of the tank depending on the 
time of day. 

The Ibn Battuta Mall
The layout of one of the newest shopping 

malls in Dubai, Ibn Battuta Mall, was in-
spired by the legendary Arab explorer of the 
same name, with shopping courts themed 
around his world travels. The six attractive 
courts within the mall include architectural 
elements reminiscent of the Andalusian, 
North Africa, Egyptian, Persian, Indian and 
Chinese regions

Desert Dining 
If an authentic Bedouin desert excursion 

is what you’re after, tour companies offer 
guided romps via a sturdy camel ride to a 
traditional tent –complete with belly danc-
ers and a bona fide Arabic meal.

The soul of Dubai is much more than 
jobs and money; indeed it is an enchanting 
place due to its overwhelmingly fortunate 
circumstances. So much is available in this 
relatively small place; the unique diversity 
of people from different cultures, the con-
sistent and careful balance of traditions 
with progress and the singularly alluring 
physical characteristics of Dubai itself. 
When combined, the mix is unbeatable. 
The underlying and mystifying question 
that fascinates us all; precisely how was it 
possible to conceive and actualize such a 
grand city so quickly and in an inhospitable 
environment? Perhaps the traditional and 
legendary hospitality of the local popula-
tion offers a strong clue. Even in the world-
ly center of Dubai, amid multinational 
corporations and frenetic activity, a warmth 
of spirit pervades. Following the example 
of the locals, the residents of Dubai have 
joined together to compose a new sort of 
city, one that proves eminently rich and 
rewarding to its people and tourists. n

 

The Ibn Battuta MallDesert Dining

Camel rides to a traditional tent and desert dining
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Architects and 
Social Media:
A How To

New England’s
Largest Knoll Dealer

Lots of architects are wondering 
about the use of social media. An AIA 
San Joaquin chapter member has re-
cently produced a publication, “Social 
Media for Architects,” which is free to 
all AIA members nationwide.

Enoch Sears AIA hosts a website, 
Business of Architecture (Busines-
sofArchitecture.com), that provides 
architects with tools to run a better 
business. This document is one of 
those resources, and it can help you 
build your brand and develop more 
business using free social media tools 
(this is especially of interest to smaller 
firms and sole practitioners).

AIA members can either go to www.
businessofarchitecture.com and click 
the orange “Get The Book” button at 
the top, or follow this link for a direct 
download: www.businessofarchitec-
ture.com/social-media-for-architects.

James O’Neil, LLS was recently hired 
to serve as Chief of Survey for TFMo-
ran, Inc. Mr. O’Neil is a Licensed Land 
Surveyor in New Hampshire with over 
20 years experience. At TFMoran, he 
will be responsible to oversee all land 
surveying projects from proposal to 
completion, including field operation, 
technical computations, research and 
boundary determinations, and project 
management. Mr. O’Neil is a member 
of the New Hampshire Land Survey-
ors Association and Former Director 
of Professional Practice NHLSA. He 
resides in Bedford and serves as the 
Vice Chairman of the Bedford Zoning 
Board of Adjustment.

Details...

The goal of the AIA 2030 Com-
mitment: take the aspirational 
goals of the 2030 Challenge and 
transition to the reality of achiev-

ing tangible, strategically targeted perfor-
mance goals on every project the architecture 
profession touches. 

Why? The profession is confronting the 
fact that buildings are the largest single con-
tributor to production of greenhouse gases 
and almost half of the total annual produc-
tion. As architects, we understand the need to 
exercise leadership in our role in creating the 
built environment. Consequently, we believe 
we must alter our profession’s actions and 
encourage our clients and the entire design and 
construction industry to join with us to change 
the course of the planet’s future. (There is 
information about the 2030 Commitment on 
the AIA website: www.aia.org/about/initia-
tives/AIAB079458.)

AIA has also produced its AIA 2030 Com-
mitment Third Annual Report, documenting 
the energy use and practice findings from 
participating firms, with useful insights into 
the myths, realities, benefits, and opportunities 

of participating in the AIA 2030 Commitment.
In addition this year, for the first time, data 

shared on energy use by specific project type 
and sizes enhances the report’s direct impact 
on future designs. It can serve as a valuable 
resource for all types and sizes of architecture 
practices.

The report includes the following chapters 
that provide the purpose and goals of the AIA 
2030 Commitment, explores the firm experi-
ence, and takes an in depth look at data and 
what we can learn from it all:

• Background + Purpose
• Key Takeaways
• Myths & Misperceptions
• Changing Firm Culture Through 
 Office Behavior
• Transforming the Design Process
• The Value of the Reporting Process
• The Value to Small Firms
• The Impact on Architectural Practice
• AIA 2030 Commitment: 
 Collaborative Initiatives
• The Role of Energy Modeling
• 2012 AIA 2030 Commitment 
 Summary & Project Data. n

The AIA 2030 Commitment Report

Striving to be the leading 
voice promoting free 
enterprise within the 
construction industry! 

For more information or to 
learn more about membership 
contact the Chapter office: 
603-226-4789 
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Continued on page 13

Editors note: We have an excellent turnout 
for AIANH’s AIA+2030 Professional Se-
ries that began on March 27. Our modera-
tor, Dale Doller AIA, is writing a review 
of each session. This is the first in a series 
of what will be 10 articles. For those of 
you who couldn’t sign up for the program, 
we hope this will give you some important 
information upon which you can do fur-
ther research. We also have Powerpoints 
available from each session. If you are in-
terested in looking at these, please contact 
the AIANH office at office@aianh.org, or 
call 603-357-2863.

Session I - March 27: The 2030 Chal-
lenge: Setting + Achieving Energy 
Goals with Integrated Design 

The first of our 10 series educational 
presentations on 2030 has concluded with 
great excitement and anticipation. This 
article will be offered over 10 months as a 
follow-up and brief session review to share 
some of the important messages offered and 
maybe questions raised. I hope you will find 
this fun to read and a helpful reminder of 
the session experience!

I would like to first take a moment to of-
fer the AIANH Chapter’s gracious thanks 
to our 60 series registered attendees for 
having the forethought to see value in this 
educational series. Without you there would 
be no series. Hopefully this program will 
encourage in you a new focus to strive for 
higher performance, sustainable, energy 
efficient design solutions in our built en-
vironment! 

Second, my thanks to our fabulous Ses-
sion 1 presenters; Bill Reed AIA, LEED 
AP (my mentor) and Gunnar Hubbard 
AIA, LEED Fellow for their wonderful 
sharing of what they enjoy doing every day.

And last, my thanks to our Platinum Se-
ries Sponsor; Bensonwood, and our Gold 
Series Sponsors: Eckman Construction, 
Milestone Engineering & Construction 
Inc, ProCon, RPF Environmental, and 
Martini Northern. The Silver Sponsor 
for Session I was Lavallee Brensinger 
Architects.

You choose what you wish to believe. 

Whether it’s called “Climate Change” or a 
change in our present climate…what’s real 
is that our environment is changing. It is af-
fecting us in ways we have not experienced. 
Whether it’s the increased temperature 
changes and drought, or the extreme rain 
and snow weather events, or it’s the in-
creased number of hurricanes or tornados or 
mega-thunder and lightning storms, we are 
experiencing more severe weather events 
more often and in increasing intensities. 
Does it sound like “The Day after Tomor-
row”? Or did Manhattan really experience 
a mega hurricane and swamp Battery Park? 
Our environment is changing beyond our 
historical records. Is it coincidence or is it 
really happening? Hasn’t climate change 
happened before ….way before us?? Our 
planet is changing and adapting. The real 
question to ask ourselves is whether we as 
a species can adapt without changing our 
present behavior in time.

AIA+2030: Prepare for the New Energy Future…
Session I Recap, by Dale Doller AIA, LEED AP. Photos by John Hession.

We need to do better at designing in 
harmony with our environment. We need 
to design for resiliency. We don’t ask per-
mission of our clients to design a wonder-
fully creative and award-winning building 
for their employees to enjoy working. It’s 
expected when they hire us! Why would 
they not expect us to also consider energy 
efficiency and environmentally responsible 
design as well? We don’t need to ask per-
mission to build sustainably. We need to 
encourage the highest energy goals possible 
if we are to reach the 2030 goal. We can 
be successful by early evaluation of our 
design as a whole system and not by the 
pieces and parts.

Responsible design is complex. It re-
quires an integrative design process with all 
team members working together from the 
very beginning of a project. We architects 
need to check our egos at the door and stop 
being defensive with our design solutions! 

Gunnar Hubbard AIA, left, and Bill Reed AIA, right, got us off to an enthusiastic start.

Session II of the AIA+2030 Series was 
held April 24. A review of that material 
will be in the June NH Forum. 

Session III will be held May 29, and 
reviewed in the July-August issue.

2030
AIA

™
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Museum Board of Directors on May 15.
The AIANH High School Design Com-

petition gives students a fun and challenging 
opportunity to develop their skills and to 
learn about the various aspects of planning 
and design. 

The winners are: 
Best Design Overall, Superiority in all 
aspects of Design Solution, Model, and 
Graphic Presentation: 

FIRST PLACE: Ian Farr-Szep and Patrick 
Joseph, ConVal Regional High School. 

SECOND PLACE: Tori Kort and Andrew 
Husson, Pinkerton Academy
Best Model Describing the Design Solution :

FIRST PLACE: Mason Westover, ConVal 
Regional High School

SECOND PLACE: Jacque Greazzo, Pinker-
ton Academy

Best Graphic Presentation Describing the 
Design Solution: 

FIRST PLACE: Matt Demio, Pinkerton 
Academy

SECOND PLACE: The jurors did not award 
a second place in this category.
Special Citation for Excellence in Architec-
tural Thinking:

Tim Tamulonis and Isaac Williamson, Mil-
ford High School.

The jurors were Sheldon Pennoyer AIA, 
Sheldon Pennoyer Architects, Concord, 
NH; Susan Phillips-Hungerford AIA, Susan 
Phillips-Hungerford, Architect, Peterborough, 
NH; and Bart Sapeta AIA, Associate Professor, 
Keene State College Architecture Department.

Cash awards were given to winners in the 
first three categories, and a certificate was 
awarded for the Special Citation.

AIANH member volunteers in this program 
include Scott Vlasak AIA, Paul Bourbeau 
AIA, Dennis McNeal AIA, and Len Pagano 
AIA. Teachers from the participating schools 
are also to be commended, as this competition 
requires guidance and support. They are Rolfe 
Voltaire, Pinkerton Academy; Lenny Har-
rison, Nashua High School; Karen Fabianski, 
ConVal Regional High School, Peterborough; 
Frank Xydias, Milford High School; and 
Glenn Wilson, Kingswood Regional High 
School in Wolfeboro. 

The 2015 program will be available in the 
fall of 2014 and posted at www.aianh.org/
education/outreach/high-school-design. n

The award for Best Model Describing the Design Solution went to Mason Westover, ConVal 
Regional High School.

HS Design Comp
Cont’d from page 10

Visit us on Facebook! 
AIANH:
www.facebook.com/AIANewHampshire

AIANH Emerging Professionals Network:
www.facebook.com/AIANH.EPN

Better Water Leads
to Better Living

800-287-5767 · 603-641-5767
www.secondwindwater.com
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Wood skyscrapers
It would be pretty exciting 

if you knew a nine or ten story 
building was going to be built in 

New Hampshire, right? What if you learned 
it was possible that the building could have 
all of its load bearing elements built out of 
wood? In Europe and Canada buildings such 
as this are being designed and built. Slowly, 
the United States is catching up, but we are 
currently about twenty years behind Europe.

This building system that makes this pos-
sible is called Cross Laminated Timber (CLT) 
or mass timber. The structural elements are 
similar in methodology to a sheet of plywood 
in that several layers are lumber are stacked 
perpendicular to each other. However, the 
thicknesses for these mass timber pieces can 
be up to 1.6 feet and “sheets” can be 10'x40'. 
Panels are factory made with window and door 
openings pre-cut in the sandwich assemblies. 
The modularity allows expedited construction 
such that a nine story project in London was 
built in forty nine weeks.

Obvious questions, it seems, relate to the 
fire resistance and strength of these assem-
blies. Mass timber actually performs well in 

Structural Column
by Jeff Karam PE

fires because charring of the exterior protects 
the interior of the structural member. To get 
a satisfactory fire rating the outer portion can 
be considered sacrificial to the point that the 
core retains adequate strength. As for strength 
considerations, wood has an exceptional 
strength to weight ratio compared to steel or 
concrete. A project in the United Kingdom 
has an estimated weight one quarter that of 
a similar building of concrete. This reduced 
weight results in lesser seismic requirements 
and foundation sizes.

CLT also comes from a renewable and 
sustainable resource making it especially at-
tractive to some owners. CLT is expected to 
be part of IBC 2015 but has already been used 
in the United States as an “alternate building 
system.” 

Thank you for reading. If you have com-
ments or suggestions for future columns relat-
ing to the practice of structural engineering 
please contact me via jeff@evergreenstruc-
tural.com. n

— Jeffrey Karam, PE is the principal of 
Evergreen Structural Engineering, PLL, www.
evergreenstructural.com

U.S. Access Board 
Enhances 
Animations on 
the ADA and 
ABA Standards

The U.S. Access Board recently 
released a series of animations as 
part of its new online guides on 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Accessibility Standards and the 
Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) Acces-
sibility Standards. Upon launch of the 
guides, website server constraints may 
have impacted playback of the anima-
tions. These constraints have been re-
solved and the animation files further 
optimized to improve performance. If 
you encountered difficulty playing any 
of the animations, please revisit the 
Guide to the ADA Standards (www.
access-board.gov/guidelines-and-
standards/buildings-and-sites/about-
the-ada-standards/guide-to-the-ada-
standards) or the Guide to the ABA 
Standards (www.access-board.gov/
guidelines-and-standards/buildings-
and-sites/about-the-aba-standards/
guide-to-the-aba-standards). 

The Access Board offered regrets 
for any inconvenience users may have 
experienced.

Lawton, Con’td from p. 11

galleria. In fact, it had been discussed at one 
point when the initial designs were done while 
the Folk Museum was still running. Instead, 
in order to allow for a wider, more normative 
circulation loop, a building that so uniquely 

designed it could have been a feature, a fixture 
of MoMA, its demolition seems to be immi-
nent. How many more works of art must be 
burned down, their elderly couples figuratively 
“killed”…? n
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As New Hampshire continues 
to grow, the concept of density, 
or compact design is becoming 
more important. This type of 

development helps protect greenways and 
other open space, has less expensive (and more 
resilient) infrastructure, and fosters walkabil-
ity, social connections, and more. 

To help inform and inspire towns, develop-
ers and others as they grapple with this idea, 
New Hampshire Housing Finance Author-
ity (NHHFA) and Plan NH (as part of their 
Vibrant Villages NH initiative) are working 
together to gather good examples of residential 
and mixed-use density from throughout New 
Hampshire. The goal is to build a database 
of pictures and related information that show 
what good compact design looks like – and 
how it can work.

You are invited to contribute to this data-
base. Currently under construction, it will be 
for the free use and reproduction by any and 
all who are interested in understanding the dif-
ferent designs and layouts that constitute good 
examples of density. With access and usage 
of images available without fear of copyright 
laws, the database will help advance the 
discussion of density and serve to overcome 
negative perceptions that often accompany 
such discussion.

This library of high quality photographs 
from within New Hampshire will offer a broad 
sampling of density at many levels, from rural 
to urban. The images, coupled with pertinent 
site data, will provide the user with a better 
understanding of the look and feel of develop-
ment at different densities – and how it might 
look different according to the setting.

Our first call for entries in Fall 2012 was 
uncategorized, and resulted in five project 
winners that spanned categories from “Best 
Rural/Suburban Design” to “Best Historic 
Redevelopment Project.” Award winners were 
announced at New Hampshire Housing’s “Re-
silient Communities” conference, December 
12, 2012. 

The call for entries in 2013 resulted in eight 
project “winners” that spanned categories 
from “Traditional Neighborhood” to “Adap-
tive Re-Use Rural.” Awarded projects were 
announced at a special event on June 26, 2013 

Visualizing Density in NH
Spring 2014 Call for Nominations, by George Reagan, NHHFA

that featured Julie Campoli, author of “Visual-
izing Density” and other related works as our 
keynote speaker.

NHHFA and Plan NH are again seeking 
excellent examples of compact development 
in New Hampshire to include in this growing 
database. This is an opportunity for you to help 
other communities by sharing a good model 
from where you live or work or visit.

While the focus is residential, good ex-
amples of mixed-use development are encour-
aged. Entries may illustrate:

• Historical downtowns or neighborhoods 
(after all, this is NOT a new concept!)

• Traditional town centers, residential 
neighborhoods

• New or proposed village centers, neigh-
borhoods or other development

To maintain the element of fun in this effort, 
outstanding examples from nominations of 
good density will be recognized at a special 
awards reception, and all examples that qualify 
for the database will be acknowledged.

Entries will be evaluated by a jury consist-
ing of representatives of professional planners, 
NH Planners Association, AIANH, historic 
preservation, New Hampshire Homebuilders 
Association, Regional Planning Commissions 
and Plan NH. 

The deadline to submit entries is June 6. 
Nomination materials are available at NH 
Housing Finance Authority’s website (www.
nhhfa.org). Look in the “What’s New” section.

Outstanding entries will be recognized at a 
special reception to be held beginning at 1 PM 
on June 26 at Red River Theaters in Concord.  

Contact George Reagan at 603-310-9253 or 
greagan@nhhfa.org with questions. n

Portsmouth 
Receives National 
Recognition for 
Complete Streets 
Policy

The National Complete Streets 
Coalition, a program of Smart Growth 
America, announced on February 18 
that Portsmouth, NH ranked 7th in the 
country for its quality Complete Streets 
policy, passed by the City Council in 
October 2013.  

 T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  C o m p l e t e 
Streets means that when a road or 
street is built or re-built, it takes into 
consideration all those who will or 
could be using it.  This differs from the 
“traditional” method of designing for 
cars and trucks, then adding on ame-
nities for pedestrians and bicyclists if 
there is time, room, or money.  

 Incorporating sidewalks and bike 
lanes encourages walking and bi-
cycling.  This is healthier, but it also 
means that those who do not drive 
have better, safer access to groceries 
or services or jobs – or even public 
transportation.

 Rick Taintor and his team in the 
Portsmouth Planning Department are 
to be congratulated for their vision 
and determination to break from the 
usual and start to forge a new future 
for Portsmouth. 

yusen.com

lutron.com
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The integrative process needs to start before 
programming to develop a holistic project 
vision and goals. These goals need to be 
developed, studied, and tested together by all 
members related to the project; the client, the 
facilities managers, the architect, the program 
manager, the construction manager, the con-
tractor, key systems sub-contractors, design 
consultants, construction teams, and even the 
client’s financial agency. 

The effective process is to meet together 
early and throughout the project development 
and design phases in sequences of meetings to-
gether and apart in smaller groups to problem 
solve and test and question solutions.

Here are some of my “take-away” com-
ments that I recorded. I’m sure you have 
some too:

• Working together – the integrative process.
• Think systems – not pieces.
• Change is hard – but essential to overcome.
• Question the assumptions – always.

aIa+2030 Series, Session I
Continued from page 9

• Integrate the whole to heal ourselves.
• Heal the Earth through our buildings and 

farmlands.
• You have to ask the questions with all the 

stakeholders present.
• Question the project purpose.
• The five (5) “Whys?” process.
• Beyond Sustainability – Regenerative 

Design.
• Present GHG is at 420ppm – we go to 

sleep at 600ppm.
I hope you collected other great thoughts 

and comments. This session is only the begin-
ning introduction to the integrative design pro-
cess and 2030 thinking. I hope it has opened 
your mind to question how important is good 
design. Are you skeptical??...or open minded 
and read to consider more change!!!? n

AIANH
presents the

AIA+2030 
Professional Series
Preparing architecture 
and engineering 
professionals for the new 
energy frontier.

Session III: May 29, 2014

Accentuate the  
Positive: Climate  
Responsive Design

Presenters:
Bill Mclay AIA, Maclay 
Architects, Waitsfield, VT 
Erik Olsen PE, Director, 
Transsolor Climate 
Engineering, New York

Gold Sponsors

Platinum Sponsor

Session 3 Silver Sponsor 
Loewen Window Center 
of VT & NH

AIANH’s AIA+2030 Professional Series is held at the McLane Audubon Center, Concord, NH

“I want you to know how absolutely amazing I found this first session. It far exceeded my 
expectations and makes me look forward to the rest of the series. I feel like I’ve already gotten 
my $700 worth! Bill and Gunnar were engaging, knowledgeable, enthusiastic and entertaining 
– the perfect beginning. I wasn’t sure when I signed up if this was going to be a course I could 
continue with or, frankly, worth the considerable time investment, but it’s even more than that 
and I’m anxious to continue my education in the next rounds.

 Well done!” 
— Howie Wemyss, General Manager, Mt Washington Auto Road, Great Glen Trails Outdoor 

Center, Gorham Land Co.

One of the goals of the AIA+2030 Professional 
Series is to help firms strive for and make the 
AIA 2030 Commitment. See more about the 
AIA 2030 Commitment on page 8.
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We built a better way 
to access AIA Contract 
Documents.
Transform the way you access, edit, 
and manage design and construction 
documents and forms with ACD5.
•   Create, share, and edit over 180 contracts 

and forms online with a Mac or PC
•   Get editable contracts as you need        

them — one at a time, bundles of 
documents, or unlimited use of the      
entire AIA portfolio of documents

•   Easily save and manage your personal 
custom clauses and templates for future use

Find out the benefits of working on your
terms at aia.org/contractdocs.

Paper Documents available from AIANH. 
603-357-2863  |  www.aianh.org

Submitted by Eric Palson AIA, Sheerr McCrystal Palson Architecture. He says, “I have attached 
a graphic for your use and possibly amusement. It’s not a photo but then….” See an actual 
photo from Eric on the back page!



May 2014xxxxx15

NH Forum

Construction Summary

Construction Summary is provided by 
Construction Summary of NH, Inc. 
734 Chestnut St., Manchester, NH 03104

Project Type: NH State Prison For Women
Cost: $34,997,783
Location: Concord, NH 
Owner: State of NH
Architect: SMRT, Portland ME
Cons. Mgr.:
Gilbane Building Co.

Project Type: Readiness Center Renovations
Cost: $1,109,000
Location: Franklin, NH 
Owner: State of NH
Architect: AEC Group
Electrical Eng.: ENGVT
Gen. Cont.: Turnstone Corp.

Project Type: Moharimet Elementary School  
 Addition & Renovations
Cost: $460,000
Location: Madbury, NH 
Owner: Oyster River Coop School District 
 SAU 5
Const. Mgr.: Bauen Corp.

Project Type: New Police Station
Cost: $1,087,636
Location: Hinsdale, NH 
Owner: Town Of Hinsdale
Architect: Tennant / Wallace Architects
Const. Mgr.: Ingram Construction Corp.

Project Type: Atlantic Grill Restaurant
Location: Rye, NH
Owner: c/o General Contractor 
Architect: Lassel Architects
Engineers: Altus Engineering Co, Seacoast  
 Consulting Engineers LLC, 
 Petersen Engineering, JSN Associates
Const. Mgr.: Pine Brook Corp.

Project Type: Samuel Read Hall Building  
 Renovations (Plymouth State University)
Location: Plymouth, NH
Owner: Plymouth State University
Architect: Harriman Associates
Engineer: Harriman Associates
Const. Mgr.: Bauen Corp.

Project Type: Florence Rideout Elementary  
 School Additions & Renovations
Cost: $8,250,000
Location: Wilton, NH
Owner: Wilton Lyndeboro Cooperative School  
 District-SAU 63
Architect: Barker Architects PLLC
Engineers: Fieldstone Land Consultants, 
 Yeaton Associate, Steffensen Engineering
Const. Mgr.: Hutter Construction Corp.

Project Type: Elementary School Addition
Cost: $4,000,000
Location: Lyme, NH
Owner: Lyme School District-SAU 76
Architect: Banwell Architects
Const. Mgr.: Estes & Gallup

Project Type: High School Renovations
Cost: $22,000,000
Location: Pelham, NH 
Owner: Pelham School District-SAU #28-
Architect: Lavallee/Brensinger PA
Engineers: Tighe & Bond, Yeaton Associates,  
 Foley Buhl Roberts & Associates-
Const. Mgr.: Bonnette Page & Stone

Project Type: School Renovations (Salem  
 High School & Career and Technical 
 Education Center)
Cost: $74,700,000
Location: Salem, NH 
Owner: Salem School District-SAU 57 
Architect: Lavallee/Brensinger PA
Const. Mgr.: Harvey Construction Corp. of NH
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Calendar of Events
May 29 Session III, AIA+2030 Pro-
fessional Series, Audubon Center, 8:00 
am-12:30 pm.

June 5 AIANH Chapter Meeting: 
Historic Castle in the Clouds Site Tour 
with reception, dinner, and presentation. 
1.5 AIA LUs. www.aianh.org/news/
aianh-events and page 1.

June 6 Nominations due for Visual-
izing Density in NH. Information at: www. 
nhhfa.org. Sponsored by NH Housing 
Finance Authority and Plan NH. See p. 8.

June 26 Visualizing Density in NH, 
Red River Theatre, Concord, 1 pm. 
Winners of the third segment of good 
examples of density/compact design will 
be announced, followed by a talk and 
reception.

Sept 17 Plan NH Annual Golf Event, 
Pease Golf Course, Portsmouth, www.
plannh.org

Most up-to-date calendar at: 
www.aianh.org/news/aianh-events

AIA New Hampshire
310 Marlboro St. 2nd Floor
Keene, NH 03431
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Photo of 
the Month

“Here‚‘s a photo of the Nancy 
Grasmick Building (Maryland 
Dept. of Education) in Baltimore. 
Nancy is in the back; some modern 
performing arts facility is in the 
front.”
 
by Eric Palson AIA 
Sheerr McCrystal Palson Architects

We Need More Photos! Do you 
have an interesting photo? Why not 
send us on to print? 300 ppi jpegs, 
approximately 4 x 6 inches, BW or 
color. Send along a title, brief caption 
if you like, and your name, to office@
aianh.org.
 


