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AIANH is pleased to announce the introduction of a new partnership program! 
As our industry changes and continues to grow, relationships are increasingly 
important to our survival and prosperity. AIA New Hampshire’s new Corporate 
Allied Partner (CAP) program is specifically designed to foster the development 

of strategic relationships between our members and our sponsors. The benefits of partner-
ship are many, involving exposure, collaboration, positioning, and relationship building. 
AIA New Hampshire’s Corporate Allied Partners have exclusive opportunities to connect 
with and be recognized by over 750 related professionals as leaders in the industry. You can 
take advantage of these opportunities and demonstrate your commitment to a high-quality 
built environment by becoming a CAP today.

Corporate Allied Partners provide unrestricted support for AIA operations for which they 
receive year-round, organization-wide benefits including Professional Affiliate Membership, 
sponsorship of events and programs, discounts, name and logo recognition, and much more. 

We are very happy to announce that Marvin & Integrity Windows & Doors is our very 
first CAP, signing on at the Platinum Level. If you are interested in becoming a Corporate Al-
lied Partner, please contact the AIANH office for details: office@aianh.org, 603-357-2863. n

New Corporate Allied Partner Program
Opportunities for strategic relationships with AIANH

Doug Bencks AIA, right, talking about Peter T. Paul College, UNH, at our June Chapter Meeting. 
Photo by John Benford

Published by 
AIA New Hampshire
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Perspective
Point of view from the President of AIANH 

 Paul Bourbeau AIA

A Good Auld-fashioned 
Road Trip

With the summer fast 
approaching, what better 
way to celebrate than a 
good “auld-fashioned” 
road trip! That’s right, road 

trip. I have been doing a lot of reading over 
that past year during my travels back and 
forth between New Hampshire and South 
Carolina and a lot of that reading has been 
focused around the Civil War. I am not sure 
what my fascination about that period in 
American History is all about, but one of 
the most prolific American architects had a 
similar one. In 1938, Frank Lloyd Wright was 
commissioned to design a southern plantation 
for C. Leigh Stevens in the low country town 
of Beaufort County South Carolina known as 
Yemassee just west of Charleston. According 
to Beaufort County Open Land Trust, “Ste-
vens reorganized the Savannah River Lumber 
Company, and as a fee for his services the 
company gave him several tracts of land. C. 
Leigh Steven’s combined Old Brass (formerly 
Mount Pleasant, Mount Alexander, Richfield, 
Old Combahee, and Charlton to form a large 
piece of property. He then commissioned 
Wright to build a plantation complex that 
represented a working farm. A new kind of 
plantation, one that would address issues 
of contemporary use and economics while 
remaining strongly evocative of its southern 
location. Wright was credited for naming the 
complex Auldbrass.”

So now that we have our location set, as 
with any road trip, it’s always good practice 
to pull out a road map just in case you want 

to know where you are going. In this day and 
age, it’s a lot easier to Google Map Quest 
which calculates the distance to Yemassee, 
SC, at 1,018 miles from downtown Elm Street 
in Manchester, NH. If you decide to drive 
straight through, which I do not recommend, 
it will take approximately 16 hours and 5 
minutes. A majority of your trip will follow 
the I-95 corridor along the eastern seaboard 
and take you through 10-states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Along the way, you will 
have opportunities to visit many historical 
sites, some of which you have read about 
or heard about over the years. I can assure 

Continued on page 10

This is a photo of a photo in a book, but it gives 
you a bit of an idea of the interior of Auldbrass.
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Emerging Professionals Network
Point of view from the AIANH Associate Director & EPN Chair 

 Tony Nazaka Assoc. AIA

Knowing Something 
About Everything

Up until four or five 
years ago, one of my 
biggest fears was say-
ing something stupid in 
a professional meeting, 

collaboration, design charrette, etc. I’m not 
really sure why; I felt like I had good design 
tastes, I had years of experience, and many 
more years of schooling. On top of all that, I 
had done countless projects in group settings, 
participated in group critiques (not only as 
the one being critiqued, but as the critiquer), 
as well as one-on-one critiques. I think it came 
down to the old saying that “architects know 
something about everything,” which is the 
inverse of the engineer “knowing everything 
about something.”

That phrase always worried me. Not the 
fact that I didn’t know what I was talking 
about, but the idea of trying to sound like I 
knew too much; pretentious if you will. That 

is probably one of the biggest blows you can 
make to an architect’s ego, to call him or her 
pretentious. Personally, I believe one of the 
biggest mistakes architects can make is giving 
too much commentary on a subject they are 
not familiar with. It’s a tough line to walk 
when we are trained to react to so many 
variables and conditions in the architectural 
world. One week, you could be designing a 
single family house, the next, you could be 
writing a report on the renovation and reha-
bilitation standards for a historic building.

I do believe that architects should know 
something about everything. That is, after all, 
one of our biggest assets in the profession. I 
was always worried about becoming labeled 
with the dreaded “CAD monkey”… which is 
why I always strived to do something differ-
ent in the office, or at least offer to do differ-
ent tasks. I implore every aspiring architect to 
do the same. Yes, designing, making Sketchup 
models, showing off your sketching ability, 
knowing everything about BIM, or making 
sketch models might be the “fun” part of the 
job, but if you limit yourself to a few certain 
things, you might be forever labeled. 

While it’s not a detriment to be very good 
at something specific, it is, however, to only 
be good at that one specific thing. You should 
feel comfortable speaking up in meetings 
about the mechanical system or the ADA 
guidelines. If a proposal needs to be put 
together in a pinch, it should be something 
you know how to do, and are willing to do. 
It’s not a bad thing to contribute good ideas 
and thoughtful insight in a meeting. It’s more 
of a shame when you limit yourself into a 

Congratulations 
to these Newly 
Licensed NH
Architects!
March 2014 to June 2015

Daniel Carrel, Oak Point Associates
Jason Diorio AIA, PROCON
Jeffrey Despres, Opechee Construction
Timothy Giguere AIA, TMS Architects
Keith Kelley, Opechee Construction
Andrew Queen, Opechee Construction
Margaret Robidoux AIA, 
 McHenry Architecture

Continued on page 9
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AIANH Goes to School in September
AIANH Holds Chapter Meeting at New Hampton School, September 17

We’ll begin our fall line up 
of Chapter Meetings on Sep-
tember 17 at Meservey Hall, 
The New Hampton School, 

in New Hampton, NH.
This project won an Honorable Men-

tion in the 2015 AIANH Excellence in 
Architecture Design Awards. Samyn-
D’Elia Architects worked with the faculty, 
administration, and students of the school 
to design the renovation and addition.

We look forward to visiting the “new” 
Meservey Hall and hear from Ward 
D’Elia AIA, Jeff Downing of Conneston 
Construction, Inc., and Dan Love, of The 
New Hampton School about the program, 
design, construction solutions, and histori-
cal background of the building. 

You will see upon visiting that the Hall’s 
1858 brick façade was left intact, with 
a new interior structure and addition to 

Meservey Hall, New Hampton School. 
Photo by Joseph St. Pierre

the campus-facing side of the building. 
Meservey Hall now houses the school’s 
history department and Academic Sup-
port Program. A wide hallway runs from 
the re-claimed front entrance through the 
new addition and spills out to a covered 
porch, wide granite steps and a brick path, 
uniting all parts of the building. A light-
filled interior features a three-story sky-lit 
atrium, glass stairwells, and classrooms 
and meeting rooms with generous exterior 
and atrium-facing windows. 

A reception will follow the tour and 
presentation. Please join us!

Register at www.aianh.org/news/aianh-
events. Sponsorship is available for this 
event. Please contact the AIANH office if 
you are interested, 603-357-2863.

Approved for 1.25 AIA LU/HSW.  n

AIANH and NH Audubon Sign MOU
Goal is to promote bird-friendly buildings

AIANH and NH Audubon 
recently signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding  
regarding the promotion of 

Bird-Friendly Buildings in New Hamp-
shire. The document says: 

“New Hampshire Audubon (NHA) 
whose mission it is to protect New Hamp-
shire’s natural environment for wildlife 
and for people, and the NH Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects (AIANH) 
whose mission it is to illuminate the pro-
fession of architecture through advocacy, 
public outreach, education, fellowship, 
stewardship of our environment, and 
recognition of design excellence, agree to 
enter into a partnership to promote Bird-
Friendly Building Design in NH.

“Bird-Friendly Building Design is a pro-
gram of the American Bird Conservancy 
(ABC), built upon the work of the New 
York City Audubon Society with the aim of 
providing planners, architects, designers, 

bird advocates, local authorities, and the 
general public with a clear understanding 
of the nature and magnitude of the threat 
glass poses to birds.

“NHA agrees to pursue the ABC’s 
Bird-Friendly Building Design certification 
program.  Certification will allow NHA to 
conduct outreach on behalf of ABC.  NHA 
agrees to provide AIANH information 
on the Bird-Friendly Building Program 
that may take the form of presentations, 
articles, and other outreach materials.    

“AIANH agrees to accept and distrib-
ute the information provided by NHA on 
ABC’s Bird-Friendly Building program 
through its newsletter, e-Zine, and educa-
tional programming as deemed appropri-
ate by the two groups.

“NHA and AIANH agree to meet pe-
riodically to review available information 
and the best ways of distribution.”

An estimated 300 million to 1 billion 
birds die each year from collisions with 

glass on buildings, from skyscrapers to 
homes. Birds simply can’t tell reflection 
from reality. Even if a bird flies away after 
striking a window, it may die elsewhere as 
a result of the collision. While songbirds 
are most at risk, nearly 300 species have 
been reported as collision victims, includ-
ing hummingbirds, woodpeckers, kingfish-
ers, woodcock, and birds of prey. 

ABC has produced Bird-friendly Build-
ing Design, a publication explaining the 
problem, the reasons behind it, and practi-
cal solutions. ABC also worked with LEED 
to incorporate solutions for bird-friendly 
architecture into its green building certifi-
cation guidelines. LEED now offers a pilot 
“bird credit” for those who design and 
build in a bird-friendly manner.

You can find the Bird-friendly Building 
Design document and more on this topic 
at the ABC website: www.abcbirds.org. 
You will hear more from us on this topic 
in the coming months. n
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Working with NH 
architects since 1974. 

www.hebengineers.com 
Employee-owned in North Conway, NH 

The Board of Directors and 
the Environmental Guild of 
AIANH are happy to present 
a new educational series this 

fall, 2030 & Beyond, in which we’ll delve 
deeper into some of the topics covered in 
the AIA+2030 Educational Series March 
2014-February 2015. Each of the upcoming 
programs was created from suggestions made 
by attendees of the AIA+2030 Series.

We have an excellent line up of speakers, 
including William Maclay AIA of Maclay 
Architects, Andy Shapiro of Energy Bal-
ance, Inc.;  Peter Yost of Building Green, and 
Wagdy Anis FAIA, of Anis Building Enclosure 
Consulting.

Dates and topics of the three sessions are:
Wednesday, Sept. 9 — Setting Goals, En-

ergy Modeling, and Building Blocks
Wednesday, Oct. 7 — Residential Building 

Enclosure; The Design, Spec, & Construction 
of High Performance Building Assemblies

Wednesday, Nov. 4 — Commercial Build-
ing Enclosures – The Design and Details of 
High Performance Building Assemblies

Each session will be held at Manchester 
Community College in Manchester, 8:00 am 
to 5:00 pm, and breakfast and lunch will be 
provided.

People interested in attending the program 
may sign up for one or all sessions. Discounts 
will be provided when registering for multiple 
days. There are both member and non-mem-
ber rates, as well as special rates for Emerging 
Professionals. Costs range from $90-150 
for individual sessions and $155-$425 for 
multiple sessions depending on membership 
levels, number of courses you sign on for, and 

New AIANH Educational Series
2030 & Beyond, three sessions to start September 9

whether or not you take advantage of early 
bird registration.

Thanks go to the following AIANH 
Board and Environmental Guild members 
for putting this program together: Sheldon 
Pennoyer AIA, David Ely AIA, Paul Leveille, 
John Hession, Paul Bourbeau AIA, Susan 
Phillips-Hungerford AIA, Jay Purcell AIA, 
Dennis McNeal AIA, Dana Mosher, and Dale 
Doller AIA.

All the details and registration are on the 
aianh.org website, www.aianh.org/news/
aianh-events. You will be receiving emails 
about this program, as well.

Each session will provide AIA LU/HSW 
credits. Sponsorship for this series is avail-
able; contact Carolyn Isaak at the AIANH 
office, 603-357-2863, for information about 
levels and benefits. n

The New Hampshire Architects Board is pleased 
to announce that Fred Matuszewski AIA is 
taking the place of Barbara Chalmers AIA on 
the New Hampshire Building Code Review Board. 
Mr. Matuszewski was recently confirmed by the 
NH Department of Safety and will serve as the 
architect representative on the board for three 
years. He is coming on at an important time as 
the BCRB is looking at the adoption of the 2015 
International Codes. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Ms. Chalmers for her past 
service on this board and to our profession.

Matuszewski 
Appointed to Building 
Code Review Board

Details...

Providing a 
level of value, 

quality,  
and service  

that is  
unrivaled  

in the  
construction 

industry. 

Fifty-Six Years  
of Construction  

Excellence 

North Branch  
Construction, Inc. SNHU Tuckerman Hall 

Hooksett, NH 

Design by JSA, Inc. 

Bonin Architects & Associates has 
announced the employment of Samuel 
M. Purvis IV AIA, LEED AP. “Mike” 
holds a Masters degree in Architecture 
from Catholic University of America, a BA 
in Political Science from George Washing-

ton University, and 
a Masters of Fine 
Art in Photography 
from the Virginia 
Commonwealth 
University in Rich-
mond, VA. 

Prior to joining Bonin Architects, Mike 
owned his own firm, Three River Design 
Group, in Woodstock, VT. 

Banwell Architects’ newest member 
to the team is Bradford Prescott AIA, 
who brings 25 years of experience to the 
firm. Since gradu-
ating from Pratt 
Institute in 1991, 
Bradford has prac-
ticed at firms in 
New York City and 
Massachusetts. His 
diversified project experience includes 
education, healthcare, municipal, retail and 
residential work.



6x|xJuly-August 2015   NH Forum

aianh.org

Gems at the Piazza San Marco Part VII of a Series
Text & Photos by Bruce Hamilton AIA

The Italian Renaissance was 
the golden age of art and 
culture, celebrating beauty, 
innovation, and mathemati-

cal proportion. You can read it in Dante, 
appreciate it in Michelangelo, and be 
engulfed by it when you’re walking into 
a Renaissance church. My tour of Italy 
next set its sights on key masterpieces in 
the Istrian region via highway S11, past 
elegant villas to Mestre, where we en-
joyed an evening stay at the Hotel Plaza, 
located immediately across from the Santa 
Lucia Train Station. The next morning 
we boarded a train to Venice where we 
accessed a vaporetto – a public water ferry 
service that operates as the bus network of 
Vienna. These water buses vary in size and 
comfort. Most have seats inside and out. 
Sitting in the open at the back or front of 
a vaporetto was the best way to enjoy the 
Grand Canal. 

Known to the Venetians as the Canala-
zzo, the Grand Canal sweeps through the 
heart of Venice and has served as the city’s 
main thorough fare. Once used by trading 
vessels making their stately way to the Ri-
alto, it is now teeming with vaporetti and 
gondolas. The parade of palaces boarding 
the winding waterway presents some of 
the finest architecture of the Republic. 
Historically, it is like roll-call of the old 
Venetian aristocracy. Bright frescoes may 
have faded, previous marbles worn, and 
foundations frayed with the tides, but the 
Grand Canal is still, to quote Charles VIII 
of France’s ambassador in 1945, “the most 
beautiful street in the world.”

After an enjoyable 
cruise down the Grand 
Canal, we arrived at 
the Piazza San Marco. 
Throughout its long 
history the Piazza San 
Marco has witnessed 
pageants and countless 
Carnival Festivities. It 
is filled with centuries 
of history and is still 
the symbolic heart of 
Venice: it has been re-
ferred to as the “draw-
ing room of Europe.” A 
gem among gems in the 
field of Italian architecture, the Piazzo San 
Marco consist of two large continuous 
areas: the Piazza itself and its extension, 
the Piazzetta which runs down to the sea. 
Unrivaled examples of architecture face 
out on this large open space on all sides: 
the Basilica of San Marco and the Palace 
of the Doges or Palazzo Ducale. 

According to our tour guide, this 
breathtaking Byzantine Basilica di San 
Marco was constructed in such ornate 
fashion for two reasons: as an embodiment 
of the Venetian Republic’s power and as 
a fitting resting place for St. Mark. The 
Basilica’s façade is a Gothic masterpiece, 
a rich composition of columns, arches, 

spires, and reliefs. It is clad in patchworks 
of marbles and reliefs from Syria, Egypt, 
and Palestine. The front of the Basilica 
ripples and crests like a wave, its five 
niched portals cupped with shimmering 
mosaics and frothy stone work arches. 
Grand entrances are through the central 
portal, under an ornate triple arch with 
Egyptian purple porphyry columns.

Our next stop was the magnificent 
Doge’s Palace, which according to our 
guide is one of the most important build-
ings in Venice. It was the center of power, 
from where the Venetian Republic was 
ruled. The exterior façades include a 
lower section consisting of a ground floor 
colonnade beneath an open loggia. Unlike 
many other medieval era palaces, the log-
gias are below while the solid walls are 
above, which gives The Doge’s Palace the 
“light feeling” so indicative of Venetian 
buildings. Ornamentation is everywhere 
– the capitals of the lower colonnade are 
decorated with historic and biblical scenes. 
After entering the inner courtyard, we 
ascended up a flight of stairs to the Doge’s 
private quarters, known as the “Scala dei 
Gigantic.” The Doge’s apartment was on 
the second floor. On the third level was 
the Sala del Collegio where the Doge met 
with foreign ambassadors. Located in the 
basement were several prison cells, which 
housed convicts awaiting trial. When the 
new prison was built on the other side of 

Continued on page 10Doge Palace Column Capital

Traveling the Grand Canal on a Vaporetti

Exterior Façade of Bascilica San Marco
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2015 Design 
Awards 
Submissions 
on Tour

AIANH is finalizing the Call 
for Entries for its 32nd AIANH 
Excellence in Architecture Design 
Awards program, and it should be 

online by the time you receive this newsletter. 
We are very excited about the addition 

of a new category this year. This will be the 
Small Projects/Small Firms category. We set 
this up, after much discussion, on ways to be 
more inclusive in the Design Awards. Many 
firms feel they face unfair competition with 
larger firms whose projects are typically also 
large, who have the staff to work on many 
more projects, as well as staff to put together 
submissions.

Over the years we’ve had a few small 
projects come in, but we’d like to see more 
of them. The criteria for this category are: 1) 
Projects must be $100k or less, 2) Firms must 
have no more than five employees, includ-
ing owners and principals. Square footage 
is open, as this is necessarily restricted by 
project cost. Projects can be a small building 
or even part of a building, say a porch addi-
tion, or a kitchen renovation. What have you 
done that is unique and superbly designed?

Submission fees in this category are $50 per 
project. Requirements are the same as for the 
regular Design Awards program: a pdf plus a 
board for display. In this category, if you are 
submitting more than one project, they can 
all be on one board if you wish.

The Small Projects/Small Firms category, 
being new this year, will be reviewed in 2016.

The AIANH Design Awards Gala will be 

The AIANH Traveling Awards Exhibit 
is on view at the Lebanon City Hall 
through June-July 2015. 

Next stop is the Portsmouth  Public 
Library in August. 

From there it will move to Keene 
State College in September and to a 
site in the Laconia area for October.

The exhibit was displayed at the 
Manchester-Boston Airport in April 
and NHTI, Concord’s Community Col-
lege in May.

If you are interested in helping with 
this exhibit and know of a good loca-
tion for it, please contact us at office@
aianh.org.

on January 22, 2016 (snow date January 24). 
At this event all submissions are on view and 
included in a PowerPoint presentation. Prior 
to the Awards Gala, all submissions are part 
of an online People’s Choice Vote, which will 
run Dec. 10, 2015-Jan. 15, 2016.  

Publication of award-winning projects will 
be sought by AIANH, and a general press 
release goes out to all New Hampshire pe-
riodicals. Entries of single-family residences 
will be published in the Jan/February issue of 
NH Home Magazine, with a follow-up of the 
winners in a later issue.

All entries will be exhibited at various sites 
around the State during the year, including 
the Manchester-Boston Airport.

We hope you will take this opportunity 
to participate in the Awards Program and 
reap the benefits of firm exposure and rec-
ognition. It is true that not everyone wins, 
but all projects are eligible for the above 
promotional vehicles. Find out all the details 
about entering at: www.aianh.org/content/
design-awards.

Platinum Sponsors for the 2016 Design 
Awards program are Spaulding Brick Co. 
and Charron, Inc. Our Media Sponsor is 
NH Home Magazine. This year we are 
broadening our Design Awards sponsorship 
opportunity with Gold and Silver levels. Our 
first Gold Sponsor is Marvin & Integrity 
Windows & Doors.

If you are interested in a Gold or Silver 
sponsorship, please contact the AIANH 
office, 603-357-2863, office@aianh.org. n 

32nd AIANH Excellence in 
Architecture Design Awards

2016 Call for Entries now available
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AIANH-NHAF Scholarships Awarded
Presentation at the June 17 Chapter Meeting, Paul College, UNH

AIANH and the New Hamp-
shire Architecture Foundation 
(NHAF) announced the recipi-
ents of their jointly sponsored 

scholarship programs at the June 17 AIANH 
Chapter Meeting. $1,250 grants were given 
to Stefan Burnett of Derry, NH, and Wil-
liam Toohey of Rochester, NH, both of 
whom will enter their third year this fall 
in the Wentworth Institute of Technology 
architecture program. A $500 grant was 
awarded to Genevieve Bristol of Etna, NH, 
who will start her third year at the Mas-
sachusetts College of Art & Design in their 
4+1 MArch program.

The scholarships were presented by Paul 
Bourbeau AIA, president AIA New Hamp-
shire and Vice President of the NH Architec-
ture Foundation.

AIA | NHAF Scholarships are granted 
to students who are currently enrolled or 
accepted to an accredited undergradu-
ate or graduate professional architecture 
degree program and who are residents of 

New Hampshire. The scholarship program 
also accepts applications from Keene State 
College’s undergraduate pre-professional 
architecture program and NHTI, Concord’s 
CC, architecture engineering technology pro-
gram. The AIA|NH Architecture Foundation 
scholarship program is supported in part by a 
grant from the AIA Component Scholarship 
Grant Program. 

Since 2009, we have awarded $20,400 to 
deserving young students studying architec-
ture. If you know a New Hampshire student 
enrolled in an architecture program, please 
let them know about this scholarship. Infor-
mation at: www.aianh.org/nh-architecture-
foundation.

If you would like to contribute to the 
AIANH-NHAF Scholarship program, you 
can do so online at www.aianh.org. Click 
the “Donate Now” button on the left side 
of the page. Or, you may send a check made 
out to NHAF, to NHAF, 310 Marlboro St. 
2nd Floor, Keene, NH 03431. n

Winners of the AIA | NH Architecture Foundation Scholarships were presented  at the June 17 
Chapter Meeting at Peter T. Paul College, UNH. From left, Genevieve Bristol, MA College of Art 
& Design; AIANH President Paul Bourbeau AIA; William Toohey and Stefan Burnett, both at 
Wentworth Institute of Technology.

THE ARCHITECTS’ 
CHOICE SINCE 1933

Spaulding Brick Co., Inc.

28 Daniel Plummer Road
Goffstown, NH 03045

(603) 647-8442 Fax (603) 647-8439

5 Lopez Road
Wilmington, MA 01887

(617) 666-3200 Fax (617) 625-
8110

250 Station Street
Cranston, Rhode Island 02910

(401) 467-2220 Fax (401) 467-2359
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certain niche and cannot bring said insight 
to the table.

Now, obviously the “knowing something 
about everything” term is taken with a grain 
of salt. While architecture relates to many 
things, not everything relates to architecture. 
What I find to be the most important aspect to 
an emerging professional, and especially as a 
young professional (in, or right out of school), 
is to broaden your views on what it means 
to be an architect. Things outside the general 
knowledge of an emerging professional are 
things such as proposal writing, code review, 
public speaking, building systems knowledge, 
and general business practices, among many 
other things. Offer to participate in these ob-

NAZAKA Continued from p. 3

Structural Column
by Jeff Karam PE

My favorite truss
It’s the time of year where I 

really get to enjoy my favorite 
truss. I spend a great deal of 

time appreciating where it takes me and the 
things I learn while on it. My favorite truss is 
a bicycle frame! It’s really a thing of beauty. 
Instead of being supported at the ends by an 
abutment like a bridge there are two wheels 
which only the user can propel. Being the 
engine of this machine is where all the beauty 
comes in. Liberty to travel wherever you wish 
is also a source of pleasure. I live near the Sea-
coast of NH and I often use my rides to take 
a trip down Memory Lane. I can easily check 
in on ten or more projects I’ve worked on in 
a single ride while also enjoying the views of 
the Atlantic Ocean. Sometimes I count the 
projects to try to see as many as I can; other 
times I set out just to see a particular one.

Lately on my rides I’ve had one project in 
mind because I can no longer check in on it. 
In Epping the W.S. Goodrich building has re-
cently been torn down. I completed the struc-
tural engineering for this building many years 
ago and, while every project holds a special 
place in our career, this project was especially 
rewarding because my wife was the architect. 
She designed the building while employed 
at Platt/Hichborn Architects (which also no 
longer exists.) At nearly 6,000 square feet this 
project was bigger than the homes I had been 
accustomed to working on, so the challenge 
was exciting. This project was also the first 

one that made me aware of the concept of 
Special Inspections. I’d never known about 
Chapter 17 of IBC before that, and every 
time I think of Special Inspections I think of 
the W.S. Goodrich building. I don’t frequent 
Epping often, but when I do I always enjoy 
turning my head to see the building my wife 
and I had worked on together and sharing 
the structure with our children.

Instead of the shingle style commercial 
building that was W.S. Goodrich, the site 
will now have an oil change center, a new 
dollar type store, and a couple of other 
buildings. As I take my tours down memory 
lane I’ve always tried to observe how things 
have changed with the structures. I especially 
enjoy how buildings adapt to their owner’s 
uses through renovations. I suppose with 
the W.S. Goodrich site I’ll have to consider 
how the site has adapted to free market uses 
rather than the building itself having adapted. 
Lastly, as the structural engineer for the build-
ing all I can take stock in is that the building 
served its purpose. I can also hope that it was 
incredibly difficult to knock down!

Thank you for reading. If you have com-
ments or suggestions for future columns relat-
ing to the practice of structural engineering 
please contact me via jeff@evergreenstruc-
tural.com. n

— Jeffrey Karam PE is the principal of 
Evergreen Structural Engineering, PLLC, 
www.evergreenstructural.com.

Thank you to 
the following 
sponsors of the 
AIANH Chapter 
Meeting at Peter T. 
Paul College, UNH

Platinum Sponsor:
Pella Windows and Doors

Gold Sponsor: 
PC Construction

Silver Sponsors: 
Charron, Inc.
Rist Frost Shumway Engineering

Striving to be the leading 
voice promoting free 
enterprise within the 
construction industry! 

For more information or to 
learn more about membership 
contact the Chapter office: 
603-226-4789 

jectives as often as possible. It is easy to sit at 
your desk and do just what you know; it takes 
some determination and willingness to go 
outside the box and learn something new. n
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We built a better way 
to access AIA Contract 
Documents.
Transform the way you access, edit, 
and manage design and construction 
documents and forms with ACD5.
•   Create, share, and edit over 180 contracts 

and forms online with a Mac or PC
•   Get editable contracts as you need        

them — one at a time, bundles of 
documents, or unlimited use of the      
entire AIA portfolio of documents

•   Easily save and manage your personal 
custom clauses and templates for future use

Find out the benefits of working on your
terms at aia.org/contractdocs.

Paper Documents available from AIANH. 
603-357-2863  |  www.aianh.org

BOURBEAU Continued from p. 2
you that the most unusual, will be the only 
southern plantation designed by Wright 
known as Auldbrass. 

As it turns out, when construction started 
on the plantation in 1940, World War II was 
just around the corner and with materials and 
supplies being relegated to the war effort and 
in short supply, construction soon came to 
a halt. Work started again after the war, but 
building material shortages continued. Ste-
vens in the meantime suffered from personal 
as well as financial upheaval until Wright’s 
death in 1959 and his own death three years 
later. The project remained unfinished and 
the house fell into disrepair over the years. In 
the early 1980s, celebrated movie producer 
Joel Silver purchased the plantation and 
began his quest to not only “rescue it from 
decay, but also to complete it as Wright had 
envisioned, and as Stevens had wished. It 
stands at last as the archetypal image Wright 
conceived…” Edgar Kaufman junior, the cel-
ebrated Wright scholar, considered Auldbrass 
one of Wright’s most important designs. 

The house itself has a very familiar quality 
to it, especially to those who have toured the 
Zimmerman house in Manchester, NH. Once 
you see the plantation, the comparisons are 

obvious, even though the scale of the home 
dwarfs the Zimmerman house. All of the 
qualities and character that Wright employed 
there have been recreated in Auldbrass many 
times over. What makes this example of one 
of Wright’s last works so unique is his ap-
plication of modern design in an attempt to 
bring back a “lost lifestyle.” The traditional 
“southern plantation” has a certain look 
and appeal, but a consistent feature between 
Wright’s design and the traditional southern 
plantation is the open and permeable exterior, 
a hallmark of his Usonian work. 

So that’s my brief history of Auldbrass. 
I still have many miles to go before I reach 
my destination, and I hope that you will 
have a chance to explore all this country has 
to offer in a good Auld fashioned road trip 
this summer. As it turns out, Yemassee was 
the site of the little known Civil War Battle 
of Pocotaligo. On October 22, 1862, 4,200 
Union soldiers descended on the area from 
Hilton Head South Carolina. After a day 
of fighting with confederate rebels, Union 
troops retreated back to their flotilla and 
returned home to Hilton Head. It seems the 
architectural history of the area was a lot 
more interesting. Safe travels! n

the Rio de Palazzo, it was connected to the 
palace via the famous Bridge of Sighs. The 
enclosed bridge is made of white limestone 
and has windows with stone bars. According 
to our guide, the Bridge of Sighs was the last 
view of Venice that the convicts saw before 
their imprisonment. The bridge‘s name comes 
from the suggestion that prisoners would sigh 
at their final view of the beautiful Venice 
before being taken down to their cells. 

As the day faded into evening, our tour 
group experienced Venice after dark. Once 
the sun goes down, a cool breeze blows in 
from the lagoon, the lanterns come on, the 
peeling plaster glows in the moonlight, and 
Venice resumes its position as Europe’s most 
romantic city. I found the best evening enter-
tainment to be simply wandering. We were 
able to enjoy the live music echoing from the 
café’s lining Piazza San Marco, pop into small 
bars for an appetizer, drink, and lick a gelato. 

Even beyond the gems at Piazza San Mar-
co, a visit to Venice is an essential experience 
for any tourist. Built on a hundred islands, 

VENIcE Continued from p. 6 its exotic-looking palaces are laced together 
by graceful bridges over sun-speckled canals. 
Waterfront palazzos, palaces, and churches 
make drifting down the Grand Canal feel 
like cruising through a painting. By day it’s a 
city of art-filled museums, trendy shops, and 
narrow alleyways. At night, when the hordes 
of day-trippers have gone, another Venice ap-
pears. Glide in a gondola through the quiet 
canals, dance across a foot lit square, or don 
a Carnevale mask and become someone else 
for a night. n

Eckman Construction will soon begin 
building a new 41,000 sf, multifamily 
housing complex containing 32 apartment 
units on Union Avenue. Developed by the 
Laconia Area Community Land Trust, the 
new apartment building will transform an 
abandoned downtown site into a beautiful, 
vibrant riverside living community. George 
Hickey is the architect for the project.

Details...

The 4th Annual Greg Hemberger 
Sustainable Architecture Workshop will 
take place at AVA Gallery and Art Center, 
Lebanon, NH, July 27-31.

Structured for young people, grades 10-
12, with an interest in sustainable design 
and construction, this five-day, hands-on 
workshop will include talks by local pro-
fessionals, and visits to a local architec-
ture office and LEED certified buildings. 
The workshop will incorporate architec-
tural design principles, free-hand drawing, 
model building, sustainability standards, 
and other pertinent topics. It will also 
provide students with new design skills, 
personal portfolio material, and an idea of 
whether sustainable architecture and con-
struction is of potential career interest to 
them. This program is supported in part 
by the Greg Hemberger Memorial Fund of 
the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation. 
Go to http://avagallery.org/education/
children-and-teens-2 for more information. 
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Thank you to the 
following Donors to the 
NH Architecture Foundation 
(November 2014 - March 2015)

$1000
Crown Point Cabinetry 

$500 
Shannon Alther AIA
James Loft AIA, Pro Con, Inc.
TMS Architects 

$300
Dale E. Doller AIA 

$250
Fiorentino Group Architects 

$200
Samyn D’Elia Architects 
Sheldon Pennoyer Architects 

$150
William B. Schoonmaker  AIA 

$100
Jack P. Fermery AIA 
Christopher J. Lizotte AIA 
Dennis B. Mires AIA 
Manypenny Murphy Architecture 
Patricia C. Sherman FAIA 
Scott Simons Architects 
Jerry R. Tepe FAIA 
Udelsman Associates
D. M. White AIA 

$50
Frank Anzalone Associates
In Memory of Charles & Marie 
 Bouchard and Theresa Bourbeau   
Chris Carley AIA 
Robert James Carty AIA 
Misiaszek Turpin Pllc  
Reno Design Group 
Christopher P. Williams AIA 
Linda Ray Wilson Hon. AIANH 

$25
Anonymous 
Richard E. Cary AIA 
Susan Phillips-Hungerford, Architect 
Carolyn Isaak 
Martin Michaelis Architect

And for these donations made 
directly to AIANH:

$250
James Somes FAIA

$50
Pellettieri Associates, Inc.

Donations to the NHAF are  
tax deductible. 

The New Hampshire Architec-
ture Foundation was established 
by AIA New Hampshire in 
2007 as a grant-making vehicle 

for programs supporting its mission: to foster 
understanding of quality in architectural de-
sign, construction, and preservation by rais-
ing public awareness of and expectations for 
architecture and the built environment and 
to encourage individuals to act as advocates 
for good design in the planning and design 
processes that shape their communities.

The NHAF considers grant applications 
for programs and activities that elevate 
public awareness of and participation in the 
planning, design, and construction of our 
communities. 

We had a positive year regarding fundrais-
ing for this small 501(c)3 and were able to 
raise just about $5,000. We received funds 
from members and the general public, as 

2014 NHAF Annual Report
by Shannon Alther AIA, 2015 NHAF President

well as from the AIA Component Scholarship 
Grant Program. 

At the end of 2014 the NHAF agreed 
to work with the Environmental Guild to 
promote a movie on Net-Zero Buildings in 
northern New England being filmed by John 
Hession. The Foundation will serve as a grant 
vehicle and endorse the film. n

2014 NHAF FINANCIAL REPORT
Revenue
AIA Matching Grant $1,000
Donations 4,020
Fundraising 1,135
Total $6,155

Expenses
Scholarships 3,000
State Filing Fee 75
Total $3,075  
Net $3,080

2014 End of Year Net Worth $12,002

MARVIN’S SUPERIOR CRAFTMANSHIP TURNS YOUR BLUEPRINTS INTO

BEAUTIFUL SPACES

We work as your 
partner to create a 

window as unique as 
your imagination.

To explore solutions for your project, 
contact your New Hampshire 

Marvin Representative,

Patrick Gordon at 

480.384.0000 or 

pgordon@awhastings.com
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Calendar of Events
July 27-31 4th Annual Greg Hemberger 
Sustainable Architecture Workshop, AVA 
Gallery and Art Center, Lebanon, NH. See 
page 10, Details column

Sept 9  2030 & Beyond: Setting 
Goals, Energy Modeling and Building 
Blocks. The first of three sessions AIANH 
is presenting as followup to the AIA+2030 
Series. Held at Manchester Community 
College. AIA LU/HSW will be available. 
Details available soon at www.aianh.org/
news/aianh-events

Sept 17 or 14 AIANH Chapter Meeting 
at the New Hampton School. 1.25 AIA 
LU/HSW. Details available soon at www.
aianh.org/news/aianh-events

Sept 30-Oct 4 
“Wisconsin: Frank Lloyd Wright’s Labora-
tory”: conference headquartered at The 
Pfister Hotel, Milwaukee. Private tours of 
15 Wright Works, special events, presenta-
tions. AIA LUs. Register by Aug. 28, www.
savewright.org/

Oct 7 2030 & Beyond: Residential 
Building Enclosures – The Design, Spec, 
and Construction of High Performance 
Building Assemblies. The second of 
three sessions AIANH is presenting as 
followup to the AIA+2030 Series. Held at 
Manchester Community College. AIA LU/
HSW credits will be available. . Details 
available soon at www.aianh.org/news/
aianh-events

Oct 14 AIANH’s 2nd ARCHtoberfest, 
Throwback Brewery, North Hampton, 
NH, 5:30-8:45 pm. AIA LU/HSW credits 
will be available. Info available soon 
at www.aianh.org/news/aianh-events.  
Platinum Sponsor: Marvin & Integrity 
Windows & Doors.

Nov 4 2030 & Beyond: Commercial 
Building Enclosures – The Design, Spec, 
and Construction of High Performance 
Building Assemblies. The third of three 
sessions AIANH is presenting as followup 
to the AIA+2030 Series. Held at Manches-
ter Community College. AIA LU/HSW will 
be available. . Details available soon at 
www.aianh.org/news/aianh-events

Nov 12 AIANH Chapter Meeting, 
Portwalk. Portsmouth, NH. AIA LUs will 
be available. Details soon at www.aianh.
org/news/aianh-events

Dec 2 Catch-Up CEU Day: AIANH 
Education Day, a full day of educational 
sessions to help you complete your LU 
requirements for 2015!

Sponsorships 
are available for the three 2030 & 
Beyond sessions, the September, 
October, and November Chapter 
Meetings, and the Catch-Up CEU Day. 
Please contact Carolyn Isaak, office@
aianh.org, 603-357-2863.

AIA New Hampshire
310 Marlboro St. 2nd Floor
Keene, NH 03431
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Photo of the Month 

The Bridge of Sighs, Venice, Italy

by Bruce Hamilton AIA, Bruce Ronayne Hamilton Architects – See related story page 6

Do you have an interesting photo? Why not send us one to print? 300 ppi jpegs, approximately 4 x 
6 inches, BW or color. (photos are also posted on the website at www.aianh.org/news/photo-of-the-
month.) Send along a title, caption, and your name, to office@aianh.org.

 


