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Please join us for AIANH’s Annual 
House Tour, rescheduled from June 17. 
This year we will tour three residences 
in Peterborough, NH: two projects by 

JL Purcell Architects and one by Susan Phillips-
Hungerford AIA, which was a collaboration with the 
artist-owner.

Our House Tours —one of our most popular events 
— give you an opportunity to view recent residential 
design and to learn about important new sustainability 
features. Architects will be present to answer your 
questions and will also give a presentation following 

Annual AIANH House Tour, Sept. 28

AIANH & the Furniture Masters, Sept. 9
The NH Furniture Masters 
are proud practitioners of a 
centuries-old tradition of fine 
furniture making in the state. 

Working in studios throughout New Hamp-
shire as well as in Maine, Massachusetts, and 
Vermont, these gifted artisans create extraor-
dinary works that have been hailed by the Wall 
Street Journal as “the antiques of tomorrow.” 
The Furniture Masters are showing their latest 
works in their current exhibition, “Celebrating 
Our 15th Year” at the NH Historical Society 
in Concord, and we have arranged a private 
showing for you!

Artist’s condominium residence at the Union Mill 
Building, featured in the May 2009 New England 
Home magazine.

David Lamb, “Window Seat,”
Mahogany, Cuban mahogany veneers 
Photo credit: Bill TruslowContinued on page 14

Continued on page 14
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Michael Morin AIA
President 2010

This year’s AIA Con-
vention was held in Miami 
from June 10 through the 
June 12. Almost two years 
since the banking crisis 

and economic crunch, what were the mes-
sages of the Miami convention? What was 
the assessment of the profession? What was 
the prognosis for the future? And what were 
the recommendations moving forward? The 
answers might depend on the speeches you 
heard and the continuing education sessions 
you attended. For me the messages were clear. 
I heard messages of caution, hope and a chal-
lenge for architects to lead.

The messages of caution came from all 
around. Sometimes it was not what was said 
but how it was said. I heard the economic 
recovery has a long way to go and is likely to 
be a slow process. The trade show floor had 
1400 vendors, a high number and possibly an 
indication that companies are doing whatever 
they can to reach architects. The vendors said 
business continues to be slow and they do not 
see it changing in the near future. In the ses-
sions I attended, there were comments made 
about how tough things are. In the opening 
general session, James Logan Abell FAIA, the 
recipient of the “Edward C.Kemper ” award 
quoted Jack Hartray FAIA. The recipient of 
the same award from twenty years earlier said 
“You know this is such a tough time for our 
profession, but fortunately there is nothing else 
worth doing”. Abell said these words are even 
more appropriate today.

Hope came from Daniel Pink’s keynote 
presentation entitled “Building Design for 
the New Decade: The Role of Right-Brain 
Thinking in a Modern Economy.” His thesis 
proposes our economy will continue to be 
outsourced to powers like India and China, 
but that the outsourcing will stop at routine, 
left-brain tasks. He spoke of the unique posi-
tion architects hold in the new economy. As 
a right-brain process, architecture is likely to 
avoid being outsourced. However we need to 
continue to use our strength; innovation and 
creative problem solving. 

The challenge came from the seminars I 

attended on sustainable design. I was fully 
prepared to hear strategies of how to soft 
sell Green Design and how to play it safe 
on sustainable design goals during this time 
of economic recovery. What I heard could 
not have been more different. The presenters 
stressed that now is not the time to retreat on 
sustainable design. To the contrary, in light of 
the recent coal mining and Gulf of Mexico oil 
disasters, now is the time to reinforce the need 
for energy independence. The presenters chal-
lenged architects to stand up and be leaders 
in the world of sustainable building design. 
Some suggested that LEED is a standard 
of minimum requirements just as building 
codes are a standard of minimum require-
ments. They challenged architects to take 
the lead and exceed LEED requirements in 
their designs. Meeting the 2030 challenge 
of net zero energy buildings is worthy goal. 
However in the view of one presenter, these 
measures are too little. Jason F. McLennan, 
a member of International Living Building 
Institute and author of the Living Building 
Challenge, recommended going beyond 
LEED and beyond the 2030 Challenge. Visit 
www.ILBI.org for more information. 

There is cause for caution in the coming 
year. There is cause for hope for the future 
of the profession. And there continue to be 
challenges for architects. One of them is to be 
leaders in the world of sustainable design in 
order to protect our planet and to pursue energy 
independence. Let us take on this challenge. 
Let’s continue to educate ourselves, educate 
our clients and to promote the most sustainable 
designs possible. n
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Young Architects Forum
by Nathan Stolarz, Assoc. AIA

Attention Young Architects!
Are you looking for ways to 

become more involved? Well 
PlanNH is looking for volunteers 

for upcoming Charrettes they have planned 
throughout the State. This is a great opportu-
nity if you’re out of work and are looking for 
opportunities to get connected in the architec-
tureal community. The most recent charrette 
took place on July 23 & 24 in Colebrook. 
This Charrette took a look at Colebrook's 
downtown to recommend ways to “spruce it 
up” a bit – to make it more inviting to locals 
as well as passers-through. Elements included 
streetscape upgrades, a possible park and/or 
riverwalk, and economic development ideas. 
In addition, there are several gaps in building 
lots along the main street that were addressed.

Future charrettes for PlanNH will take place 
as followed: Exeter-Fall 2010, Groveton - Fall 
2010, Jaffrey- Spring 2011, Pittsfield - Spring 
2011. There are many positions available on 
the teams, and they are always in need of ar-
chitects. The charrettes are a great experience, 

and are also fun. If you have any interest in 
participating in one or more of them please 
contact Robin LeBlanc (r_leblanc@plannh.
org) at PlanNH. Visit PlanNH website (http://
www.plannh.org/charrettes.php) for more 
information about the charrettes.

Also later this summer, I will be releasing 
the 2011 Young Architects Competition. This 
year’s competition will be for the Architec-
tural Engineering Dept at NHTI, as they are 
in need of more space. The design challenge 
will be to create a school of architecture for 
the NHTI campus in Concord taking their 
present a 2-year Associate program and ex-
panding it to a 4-year degree. This is also a 
great opportunity to participant to strengthen 
your design skills, demonstrate ability, gain 
recognition, and provide needed design in-
put to a community. Please see the AIANH 
website for complete details, www.aianh.org/
competition.asp.

If you or anyone you know would like to be 
added to the email list please send a quick email 
to nates@tms-architects.com and you will be 
added to our list of announcements. n 

NH Forum
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EMPAC Promises Experimentation 
and Performance

by Bruce Hamilton AIA

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
in Troy, NY is one of the nation’s 
oldest technological universi-
ties. Expanding its leadership 

in interdisciplinary research and education, 
Renselaaer founded the Curtis R. Priem Ex-
perimental Media and Performing Arts Center 
(EMPAC) which opened its doors in 2008 
and was hailed by the New York Times as a 
“Technological pleasure dome for the mind 
and senses…..dedicated to the marriage of art 
and science as it has never been done before”.

In March 2001, Rensselaer Polytechnic In-
stitute initiated a competition by inviting four 
of the world’s leading architects to submit a de-
sign. A distinguished jury selected Grimshaw, 
a London-based firm founded by Sir Nicholas 
Grimshaw, where their work is characterized 
by spatial and organizational clarity, flexibility, 

innovation and a rigorous approach to detail. 
At EMPAC an extraordinary baseline of quiet 
has been achieved through acoustic separation 
– literally a space between walls and floors of 
each venue – to prevent conduction of noisy 
vibrations. To further cushion vibrations, parts 
of the building sit on springs embedded in the 
foundation.

EMPAC’s 220,000 square foot center is 
a signature work of architecture that brings 
together four main venues as well as many 
smaller studios and lab spaces under one roof. 
All can be used independently and simultane-
ously, allowing EMPAC to present events, 
host student gatherings and dedicate space 
to research and residencies – all at one time. 
EMPAC includes many firsts and exceptional 
attributes in the fields of acoustics, structural 
integrity, theatrical presentation and digital 

media.
EMPAC offers artists, 

scholars, researchers, en-
gineers, designers and au-
diences opportunities for 
creative exploration that 
are available nowhere else 
under a single roof. EM-
PAC operates nationally 
and internationally, at-
tracting creative individu-
als from around the world 
and sending new artworks 
and innovative ideas onto 
the global stage.

EMPAC’s multi-tiered 

Interior view of Concert 
Hall with Fabric Ceiling

John Sheldon Leach, MD, Assoc. 
AIA, age 58, died unexpectedly at his 
home in Greenland, N.H., on July 1.

He was born in Laconia, NH, and 
moved to eastern Kentucky at a young 
age. He accomplished much during 
his lifetime: he attained the rank of 
Eagle Scout; he received his BS in 
Premedical Sciences from Eastern 
Kentucky University. He graduated 
with an M.D. from the University of 
Kentucky College of Medicine in 1979 
and completed his residency at Maine 
Medical Center in Portland in 1982. 
From 1982-85, he was a staff anes-
thesiologist in the U.S. Navy at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., and participated as a 
member of the surgical team aboard 
the USS Guam in both the Grenada 
and Beirut conflicts in 1982-83. He 
retired from the Navy in 1985, hav-
ing achieved the rank of lieutenant 
commander. 

In 1985, he joined Portsmouth 
Regional Hospital as a staff anes-
thesiologist, from which he retired 
in 2002. He had throughout his life 
crafted fine furniture. Following that 
love of design, he attended the Bos-
ton Architectural College and received 
his Masters in Architecture in January 
2009. John had an eye for detail and 
loved everything that was esthetically 
pleasing. He truly believed that "Less 
is More." He designed and carried out 
many revisions to his home, taking 
great pride in his accomplishments. 
He was an Associate member of the 
AIA and was also an active member 
of the North Country Region of the 
Porsche Club of America. He also 
enjoyed boating, skiing, hockey, fine 
dining and cruising.

He is survived by his wife of 30 
years, Janet, and his father, Arthur 
Leach of Wittensville, Ky. He has three 
sisters and two brothers as well as 
many nieces and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his sister, Sally, and 
his mother, Caroline. 

Funeral services were private. You 
may visit www.jvwoodfuneralhome.
com to sign the online guest book 
and/or to send a private condolence. 

In Memoriam
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lobby and café are flooded with natural 
light from the ground staircases, ninety 
foot high glass wall and the sky light 
that encircles the concert hall. The 
enormous glass north wall has heated 
fluid circulation through its frame to 
prevent condensation and allow for 
clear views.

Visitors, having entered the build-
ing at hilltop level, overlooking the 
atrium and main circulation area, 
descend large side staircases and 
cross sky bridges to reach the concert 
halls balcony or parterre. Inside the 
concert hall, a fabric ceiling was developed 
for the first time ever for both its acoustic and 
aesthetic properties. The thin fabric, which 
is partially reflective to sound, is suspended 
by light cables and offers acoustic custom-
ization for orchestral music, jazz, amplified 
music or other programs. The concert hall, 
influenced by world-class venues, such as Vi-
enna Musikverein, is EMPAC’s Center piece. 
The concert hall combines the outstanding 
acoustics, refined materials and comfort of 
the great concert halls with the flexibility and 
technology of the 21st century. Convex walls 
and other shaped surfaces allow performances 
or loud speakers to be anywhere in the hall, 
redefining the notion that music comes only 
from the stage. 

While clearly pointed to the future, Presi-
dent Shirley Jackson says, EMPAC is rooted 
in Rensselaer’s core traditions and principals. 
“ EMPAC represents out-of-the-box think-

Exterior view of EMPAC

Atrium and Main Circulation Area

ing, maybe in a leap of faith”, says Jackson. 
“But if Amos Eaton saw us today, he would 
understand that EMPAC is a natural revolution 
of his ideas of engaged education. It is the 
ultimate platform for people to be engaged, to 
be interactive with each other, with combined 
virtual and physical environments, and to use 
that to probe the natural world.”

While wholly a new facility and program, 
EMPAC builds on the traditional strengths 
of Rensselaer. They have taken the distinc-
tive heritage of the institute as a scientific 
engineering and technological university and 
have created a place where scientists come 
together with artists for research and educa-
tion at the nexus of the arts, the sciences and 
technology in a venue of unparalleled quality. 
EMPAC will be a programmatic success and 
its architecture, engineering and technologies 
are already turning heads. n

RPI alumni Bruce Hamilton AIA (‘76) 
and Peter Q. Bohlin FAIA (’58) at the 
RPI Alumni Reception at the Loews 
Miami Beach Hotel during the AIA 
Convention. 

Peter Bohlin is the 2010 AIA Gold 
Medal winner. He is founder of Boh-
lin Cywinski Jackson, which has five 
U.S. offices, and is renowned for his 
versatile, contextual use of materials. 

The AIA Gold Medal, voted on an-
nually, is considered to be the profes-
sion’s highest honor that an individual 
can receive. The Gold Medal honors 
an individual whose significant body 
of work has had a lasting influence 
on the theory and practice of archi-
tecture. Bohlin is the 66th recipient of 
the award since its inception in 1907, 
and he was honored at the 2010 AIA 
National Convention in Miami.
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owner and in the business of tree relocations 
for over 24 years, was confident that the trees 
could be moved successfully.

Aided by two men and a machine that looked 
more like NASA equipment than landscape 
equipment, the three trees were prepared for 
takeoff. First, the lower branches were tied up to 
avoid breakage. Then, the huge tree spade was 
maneuvered around the trunk of the tree with 
its four pointed blades cutting downward. The 
controls for the spade included multiple levers 
to adjust for different motions. Mike Greeno was 
obviously highly skilled at the controls, as the 
tree removal was quick and clean.

All in all, the cost of moving the trees was 
far outweighed by the result. Not only were 
beautiful trees saved, but they now enhance the 
environment in their new locations. All this was 
done at a fraction of the cost of planting nursery 
stock trees at half the size. n

          
               

M
www.MNIPLANTS.com

Millican 

603-435-6660

Specimen Trees & Shrubs

Aqua-Bric®

w w w. I d e a l C o n c re t e B l o c k . c o m

A pedestrian-friendly permeable 
pavement that meets ADA criteria.

Westford and Waltham MA
IDEAL CONCRETE BLOCK COMPANY, INC.

To schedule a Permeable Pavement 
CEU Lunch & Learn

call 781-894-3200 today!

Tree being planted in new location   

I recently had the satisfying experience to 
move, rather than cut down, three large spruce 
trees from a work site. While there are no guar-
antees that the trees will survive, the technology 
and human care the trees received during the 
process was impressive.

Two of the trees needed to be removed in or-
der for a road to be built. The third was moved 
for better visibility into the site. The trees, about 
25 -30 in height, had been planted by the previ-
ous residential owner to screen a retail building.

The project, Abingdon Square in Goffstown, 
is a mixed-use development on Mast Road that 
currently includes a Rite Aid and a private park, 
but will also include 25-units of workforce 
housing and 25,000 sf of additional retail/office 
space. Because the trees were such beautiful 
and healthy specimens, the owners of the new 
development turned to Greeno Tree Spade for 
advice on relocating the trees. Mike Greeno, 
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Plan NH Awards $26,000 
in Fellowship and
Scholarships

Plan NH is pleased to announce that it has 
awarded $26,000 in Fellowships and a Scholar-
ship to students from New Hampshire studying 
Architecture, Studio Art, Landscape Architec-
ture, and Environmental Studies. These funds 
are managed by the NH Charitable Trust.

At a reception held on May 30 at the Dis-
covery Center in Concord and co-hosted by 
AIANH, Plan NH announced the following 
Award recipients:

Alfred T. Granger Fellowship Awards:
• Lou Ann Fornataro of Nashua, a graduate 

student in Architecture at the Boston Architec-
tural College

• Jason Diorio of Auburn, also a graduate 
student in Architecture at the Boston Architec-
tural College

• Brayden Drypolcher of Concord, who is 
transferring to URI from NHTI to study Land-
scape Architecture

• Nicholas Levesque of Manchester, studying 
Illustration at the Manchester Institute of Art

• Christina McMahon of East Kingston, 
studying Architecture at Norwich University 
in Vermont

• Justin Paul Ware of Gilsum, studying Ar-
chitecture at RPI in Troy NY

• Jessica Snow, of Nashua, studying Studio 
Art at U Maine Orono

• Sarah Goulakos of Manchester, studying 
Architecture at Norwich University.

The Plan NH Scholarship Award was given to 
Andrew Cushing of Piermont, an Environmental 
Studies student at Bowdoin.

Notes from Plan NH

Design Charrettes

Plan NH has selected six New Hampshire 
communities in which to conduct design char-
rettes in the coming months: Belmont (held June 
4-5), Colebrook (to be held Jul 23-24), Exeter, 
Groveton, Jaffrey and Pittsfield. Visit plannh.org 
for schedule updates. These design charrettes are 
Plan NH’s signature program, in which teams of 
volunteers (Architects, Landscape Architects, 
Civil Engineers, Traffic Engineers, Real Estate 
people and more) visit a town to address design 
challenges around the town’s center or another 
significant neighborhood. Information is gath-
ered at Friday afternoon and evening listening 
sessions with citizens and town officials, and on 
Saturday the team turns verbal visions into visual 
renderings. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing your talents and time – while working with 
other dedicated professionals and “giving back” 
to a NH community – contact info@plannh.org. 
Participants find the process fun, enriching, and 
deeply rewarding.

New Executive Board 

At its Annual Meeting on June 30, held at The 
Greenhouse in Plymouth, the new Executive 
Board for 2010-2011 was announced: Presi-
dent North Sturtevant of JSA Architects, VP Bill 
Jean of Fulcrum Associates, Treasurer Galen V. 
Nichols of Edward Jones in Portsmouth, and 
Secretary Ryan Bianchetto of Allen and Major. 
Roger Hawk (Hawk Planning Associates) is im-
mediate Past President. 

Plan New Hampshire, The 
Foundation for Shaping the Built 
Environment (Plan NH), is a 
501(c) 3 non-profit organization 
formed in 1989. 

Our purpose is to contribute to the 
quality of life in New Hampshire 
communities by promoting excel-
lence in sustainable planning, design 
and development of the built envi-
ronment. We are also strong champi-
ons of Smart Growth.

Our New Hampshire-focused mem-
bership is comprised of architects, 
landscape architects, engineers, 
planners, contractors and others 
with an interest in promoting and 
implementing environmentally, 
economically and socially sustain-
able communities. This diversity of 
membership brings a unique variety 
of views and perspectives to our ap-
proach to shaping New Hampshire’s 
built environment. 

President
North Sturtevant, JSA Architects

Vice President
Bill Jean, Fulcrum Associates 
 
Secretary
Ryan Bianchetto,
Allen & Major Associates

Treasurer 
Galen V. Nichols, Edward Jones

Executive Director 
Robin H. LeBlanc

Plan NH 
PO Box 1105 
Portsmouth, NH 03802 
603-452-PLAN (452-7526) 
www.plannh.org



8xxxxxxJuly-August 2010

NH Forum

A Trip to Build From
Text and photos by Antoine Deraoui, Bishop Brady HS, Concord

Editors’ Note: We connected with Tony 
Deraoui last fall when he expressed interest 
in the AIANH High School Design Competi-
tion. In Septemer, he will enter his senior year  
in at Bishop Brady High School in Concord. 
This summer he is attending the Boston Archi-
tectural College Summer Academy. He also 
participates in Model United Nations, is on 
the Bishop Brady Math Team (they won the 
state championship this year), is the class of 
2011 class treasurer, and is on varsity track 
and field. 

When I signed up for my trip to 
Louisiana late last year, I had an 
image of the how the trip would 
take place. I was working with 

my peers on building a home for a less fortu-
nate family with the sun blazing upon my face 
and the humid Louisiana air surrounding me 
as I lift a wall up like on those construction 
TV shows. From what I knew about Habitat 
for Humanity, we would be working in a 
huge group putting up the walls and finishing 
a house. As we got to the site however, we 
were actually going to be starting a house, not 
finishing one. No matter what, I was excited 
about working on the design and construction 

of a house. Since I was in fifth grade, I wanted 
to be an architect, and this trip started the 
building design process for me. Since I knew 
that Louisiana had many bayous, I was very 
interested in how homes were built in case of 
flooding. 

On the first day, we arrived and noticed that 
all that was on the site were mounds of clay 
and some cement blocks about two feet in 
height. We were soon spreading the clay from 
the center of the area being the high point and 
the clay gradually getting lower to the sides. 
I began to understand how the foundations of 
these homes in Louisiana were built. 

After the clay was spread out, we began 
building the bottom frame of the foundation. 
After filling in the framing with separated 2 x 
12s, we nailed on particle board for a floor. At 
this point, many members of my group had the 
floors under control, and I was assigned to help 
construct a shed. Two sheds, actually. These 
too, had to be raised up in case of flooding. 
With posts for the foundations having been 
cemented in the ground, we built the base of 
the shed. After nailing on particle board and 
putting up the walls, we had to put the roof up. 
Making the extensions for the roof was a bit 
tricky without a nail gun. I had to hold a nail 
steady and hammer it into a 2 x 4, that was not 
held up by anything, to the frame of the roof, 
at the same time as using a speed square to 
keep the frame and the extension flush. Well, 
that was the epitome of a run-on sentence. We 
finished the roof and just needed to tile it, put 

Public Comment Hearings for the 
2010 International Green Construc-
tion Code (IGCC) will be held Satur-
day, August 14 - Sunday, August 22.

As part of its commitment to safe 
and sustainable buildings, the Inter-
national Code Council announces 
public comment hearings on Public 
Version 1.0 of the International Green 
Construction Code (IGCC). The hear-
ings are the next step in the Code 
Council’s governmental consensus 
code development process that will 
result in publishing the 2012 IGCC. 
Version 1.0 continues to be offered as 
a resource tool for jurisdictions seek-
ing guidance on amending existing 
codes or writing new codes regulating 
green construction. Public comments 
recently received for the International 
Green Construction Code (IGCC) 
Public Version 1.0 will serve as the 
agenda for the IGCC August Hearings. 
The public comments are posted on 
the ICC web site, www.iccsafe.org/cs/
IGCC/Pages/Comments0810.aspx .

The hearings will be held Saturday, 
August 14 through Sunday, August 
22 at The Westin O’Hare (Rosemont, 
Ill.) in suburban Chicago. Advanced 
registration to attend the hearings 
is recommended. Register at www.
goeshow.com/icc/IGCCHearings/
ereg401561.cfm?clear

IGCC Public 
Hearings
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Job Opportunities
Positions Wanted

Job listings and positions sought 
listings are on the AIANH website: 
www.aianh.org/jobs.asp. To submit 
an ad, please email ad text to office@
aianh.org. Ads are free for AIANH 
members and $80 for four months 
for non-members. Please include 
your contact information with your 
ad listing.

siding on the walls, and build a ramp for the 
shed to be complete. The floors of the house 
and the sheds took up most of our time and 
composed our work on the site. It was hard, yet 
gratifying work. I was upset about the fact that 
we had to leave Louisiana, the work, and all the 
new people we met, but it was time to go home. 

What I didn’t mention was the fact that we 
took a bus down to Louisiana from up here in 
Concord. This took a planned twenty-seven 
hours, but while in Mississippi, we blew a 
tire and had to wait an hour for a new one. 
We finally arrived and were anxious for our 
upcoming work. When not working on site, we 
relaxed at the church parish hall in which we 
were staying, as well as got a traditional Cajun 
experience with food, dancing, and city life. 

Unfortunately, we had to go back home and 
leave the constructive work (pardon the pun) 
that we had been doing. Getting prepared for 
another twenty-seven hour bus ride, we packed 
up and set out. For a while, all was going 
well, no blown tires or anything. As soon as 
we cross into New Jersey, however, the bus 
immediately began to slow down. It turns out 
that there was a computer malfunction and 
we had to wait for four hours on the side of 
the road. We eventually got a new bus, had to 
switch to another bus in New York after that, 
and continued to New Hampshire. With the 
long ride, bus breakdown, and bus switch, we 
arrived home at about five in the morning. The 
work that was done, however, encouraged me 
to return to Habitat and help again on a new 
trip. And by the way, we’re flying next year. n

Tony will report on his summer experience 
at the Boston Architectural College in an 
upcoming issue. 
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DeStefano Architects announces 
their 15th year in business this month. 
A mainstay in Portsmouth, DeStefano 
Architects (D|A) is a full-service archi-
tectural firm that has distinguished 
itself as one of the top names in the 
design industry. D|A has been award-
ed various honors, including a 2006 
AIANH Honor Award for Excellence 
in Architecture, Accent Magazine’s 
Best Interior Design Award, the 2006 
AIANH People’s Choice Award for Res-
idential Architecture, and was named 
a New Hampshire Small Business 
Woman Owned Business of the Year.

Visit www.destefanoarchitects.com 
to see 15 years of successful projects 
in the New England landscape.

Stop by the DeStefano Architects 
office at 23 High Street in downtown 
Portsmouth to see how they are cel-
ebrating!

At a June 18 Ground-breaking 
Ceremony, the Mascenic Regional 
School District celebrated the start of 
construction of its new Elementary 
School. Approved by 82% of voters 
and designed by Concord’s Barker 
Architects, the School will be a 
community hub offering the best in 
educational design and energy ef-
ficiency. The building’s heating and 
cooling system will be powered with 
wood pellets, a local renewable en-
ergy source. 

 The school features a progressive 
design centered around “Learning 
Communities” which create a friendly 
and comfortable learning environ-
ment for children. The school also 
has many “green” features, including a 
biomass (wood pellet) district heating 
system, a lighting system automati-
cally dimmed by daylight and demand 
ventilation controlled by CO2 (carbon 
dioxide) sensors. 

The new Elementary School is al-
ready teaching by example, showing 
that durable, energy-efficient build-
ings using progressive technology 
can jive with high quality design and 
reasonable cost: the construction bid 
came in under budget. 

Details... NH Building Code Amendments
by Jerry Tepe FAIA

As most of you (hopefully) know, 
the State Building Code Review 
Board adopted the 2009 I-Codes 
(IBC, IRC, IPC, IMC, IECC) 

effective April 1, 2010. Along with that adop-
tion were several amendments to each. Many 
of these are carryovers from previous years 
including the revised Table 503 for height & 
area and the accompanying area modifica-
tion procedures. The board has established a 
sub-committee to review this over the sum-
mer and report back any proposed changes 
in September.

There are several changes and new amend-
ments to be aware of including:

International Building Code (IBC)
•  Public entrances in most occupancies 

require powered automatic doors

ICC A117.1
• Detectable warnings at curb ramps added
• Changes in accessible parking spaces

International Residential Code (IRC)
•  Residential sprinkler systems are out for 

1- & 2-family, but will be required in 

townhouses effective April 1, 2012
•  Several changes for energy conservation 

to align with the IECC
•  Appendices G & J for swimming pools, 

hot tubs and spas and for existing residen-
tial buildings respectively adopted

•  Appendix permitting grey water systems 
adopted

International Plumbing Code (IPC)
•  Appendix permitting grey water systems 

adopted

International Energy Conservation Code 
(IECC)

•  The previous amendment making all of 
NH a single zone 6 was repealed; the zone 
charts will now apply

An unofficial copy of all the amendments is 
available on the AIANH website at www.aianh.
org/Architects_resources.asp. The Board’s 
official website at http://www.nh.gov/safety/
boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/index.html 
will have them as well as the department gets 
them posted. n 

RSA155-A:5 was amended in 
the 2009 legislative session to 
assure compliance with the ac-
cessibility requirements of the 

State Building Code in new construction, ad-
ditions and alterations. This law takes effect 
for all construction commenced on or after 
July 1, 2010.

The law requires the contractor of a project 
to obtain a written certification that the design/
construction drawings meet the accessibility 
standards. It further requires the contractor to 
obtain a written certification of compliance 
upon completion and after inspection of the 
project.

New Law for Accessibility Standards 
in Public Buildings

by Jerry Tepe FAIA

The contractor, generally, is not an entity 
qualified under the law to provide the certifica-
tions; architects are. It is likely contractors will 
look to the design architect for certification of 
their drawings and may request you to do the 
final certification as well.

This responsibility should not be taken 
lightly as the law also provides for procedures 
whereby individuals and the NH Disability 
Rights Center can bring suit in state court. This 
is a lower standard than that applied to the ADA 
which would be in federal court. The law can 
be found at http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/
rsa/html/xii/155-a/155-a-mrg.htm. n
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Keene State College’s new 
Alumni Center, the newest ad-
dition to campus, is a high-
performance green building that 

successfully integrates new construction with 
a historic preservation effort, say architects 
Tom Weller AIA and Charles Michal AIA 
who attended the official dedication on June 4. 
According to the Keene State web site, it will 
be “an anchor, meeting place, and focal point 
for alumni activities and gatherings.”

The facility is just over 20,000 square feet in 
size and occupies a primary downtown corner 
in Keene. The building serves as both a new 
campus landmark and a feature building along 
Keene’s Main Street. Weller & Michal Archi-
tects worked with local Historic Preservation 
interests to develop a design that met both the 
College’s programmatic needs and the need 
to conserve the existing historical streetscape.

The Alumni Center contains offices, meet-
ing rooms, a library, call center, and a large 
function hall. The building consists of a reno-
vated historic wood-frame house, connected to 
a newly-constructed main building with brick 
façade. Its unique features include many cast 
stone details, including cornices, architectural 
panels, and columns. Eckman Construction of 
Bedford, NH, served as General Contractor 
for the project.

New Alumni Center at KSC
Designed by Weller & Michal Architects, Keene

As construction was completed, the build-
ing’s thermal performance was tested and 
certified by Jon Haehnel of Zero by Degrees, 
LLC of Fairlee, VT. Jon Haehnel notes that 
“The concerted cooperative efforts of the 
owner, contractor, designers, engineers, and 
subcontractors resulted in a tight air barrier 
and a superior thermal envelope.” Testing 
showed the building to be more than three 
times as airtight as the average US commercial 
building. This excellent performance will save 
energy and result in operational cost savings 
for the college. n

 

photos provided by Eckman Construction
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THE ARCHITECTS’ 
CHOICE SINCE 1933

Spaulding Brick Co., Inc.

28 Daniel Plummer Road
Goffstown, NH 03045

(603) 647-8442 Fax (603) 647-8439

5 Lopez Road
Wilmington, MA 01887

(617) 666-3200 Fax (617) 625-8110

250 Station Street
Cranston, Rhode Island 02910

West Chesterfi eld, NH • www.foardpanel.com

1-800-644-8885

Custom Wall & Roof Systems

Fast • Aff ordable • Energy-Effi  cient 

STRUCTURAL INSULATED PANELS

Energy Modeling

Performance Analysis 

Investment Grade Audits

To Enhance Your Design

Understand Your Project’s Performance

Post Office Box 2523, Concord, NH 03301
888-274-0565      •     www.ibeanh.com

INTEGRATED BUILDING ENERGY ASSOCIATES LLC

LEED AP & BPI Certified Analysts

The AIANH Young Architects hosted an informal gathering at JSA Inc. on May 24. Mark Moeller 
AIA, LEED AP, Design Principal of JSA Inc. gave a presentation on his travels abroad as a ROTCH 
Scholar. Before the presentation, JSA Inc. hosted a barbecue outside their offices in Portsmouth, 
and the weather was beautiful as you can see here.
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Construction is underway for the 
new$26.5 M Keene Middle School.
The new school, designed by Frank 
Marinace Architects, will be built by 
MacMillin. The school is designed to 
meet the requirements of the Collab-
orative for High Performance Schools 
(CHPS). MacMillin proposed an ag-
gressive schedule that includes the 
construction of a new school, new SAU 
building and a wood chip plant that 
will also provide heat to a neighboring 
elementary school.

Barker Architects has announced 
the addition of a new employee, John 
Piccone, who is a highly accomplished 
architectural designer with eight years 
of experience in commercial and resi-
dential design, 
production, and 
project manage-
ment. Using his 
AutoCAD exper-
tise and excep-
t ional ar t is t ic 
skills, John will 
be responsible 
for document production, graphics, 
and project management. John holds a 
B.S. in Technology Design from Keene 
State College, where he was named 
top Architectural Design Student. 

Details...NH Forum Newsletter Needs Help
How you can help guide this publication...

After many years of service, Doug 
Bencks AIA, is resigning from the 
NH Forum Editorial Board. Doug, 
a past AIANH president, has been 

an active member of the Editorial Board since 
the July-August 2001 issue, writing articles, 
brain-storming ideas, researching past NH 
Architect magazines (a pre-Forum AIANH 
publication) for his 50 Years Ago columns, 
reviewing books, and generally enlightening 
and encouraging the editorial board. Thank 
you, Doug. We will miss you!

And... we need someone to replace him on 
the Editorial Board, which is now down to 
three people, Chris Carley AIA, Bruce Hamil-
ton AIA, and Carolyn Isaak, AIANH Executive 
Director. We meet approximately once a month 
on the third Tuesday for one hour, at 4:30 pm, 
either in Concord or Manchester. The meet-
ings are fun, with some great conversations. 
It’s a chance to guide the Forum with the goal 
of keeping it informative, provocative, and 
interesting. You probably have lots of ideas 
about the Forum, so why not volunteer for this 
Board and put them into action?

If you’re not inclined to join the Editorial 
Board, there are several other ways you could 
help out without leaving your office. We need 
someone to compile the list of upcoming 
events each month. You probably get lots 
of emails of things going on, so it would just 
mean listing them in chronological order 
with key details and a link or phone for more 
information, and then getting it to the AIANH 
office by the middle of the month preceding 
publication.

Do you like to write? We could use articles 
about projects in design or under construc-
tion, reviews of current books on the built 
environment, and articles about any allied arts, 
technology, or new materials that have had a 
marked impact on your practice. 

How about submitting illustrations of 
unbuilt projects that a client or a budget made 
you put away? Or any other illustrations you 
might have...

We are also in need of more photographs 
for the Photo of the Month on the back page.

Please consider helping out! Call Carolyn 
today at 603-357-2863. n

R.P. Johnson & Son Marvin Showcase
Andover, NH • 800.526.0110 

www.rpjohnsons.com

Oakes Brothers Marvin Showcase
Bradford, VT • 800.455.5280 

www.oakesbrothers.com

Selectwood 
Marvin Windows and Doors Showcase

Portsmouth, NH • 800.922.5655
www.selectwood.com

Marvin Design Gallery 
by Windows & Doors By Brownell  
West Lebanon, NH • 603.298.5555

www.wdbrownell.com

Your Door of 
Opportunity

Whether your project is new construction, renovation

or remodeling, Marvin has the options, sizes and 

custom solutions you need to turn your 

clients’ dreams into reality.
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On Thursday, September 9, Furniture Masters David Lamb & Terry Moore will lead members 
and friends of the AIANH chapter on a private tour of the exhibition, explaining their craft and 
telling the stories behind the pieces’ development.

Events with the NH Furniture Masters have long been a favorite of AIANH members. Please 
join us for this unique tour and reception! Register today, as space is limited!

Examples of the Furniture 
Masters’ work can be viewed 
online at www.furnituremasters.
org.

For more details and to reg-
ister, go to: www.aianh.org/
aia_events.asp. 1.5 AIA CEUS. 
n

FURNITURE MASTERS, Cont'd from p. 1

a reception and dinner at the Peterborough 
Historical Society.

All projects are in close proximity. They 
can be viewed between 3:45-6pm, and a map 
is available on the AIANH registration page. 
The reception begins at 6:00 pm.

On the Tour
The Lewers Residence: This house features 

vernacular NE architecture with dramatic 
views, a post and beam structure, high per-
formance envelope, and passive solar and 
geothermal heating/cooling.

Friede Addition: This home features a 6KW 
building integrated solar electric and thermal 
roof system, locally crafted hardwood post 
and beam frame, passive solar, daylighting, 
and high performance SIPS panel envelope.

Artist Condominium Residence at the 
Union Mill Building: This condo is part of 
an adaptive reuse project, an old mill trans-
formed into business and residential spaces. 
The residential portion has 10 units, varying in 
size from 960 to 1,590 square feet. Each unit 
was restored with environmentally conscious 
building materials, a fossil fuel free energy 
efficient heating system, and a super-insulated 
shell resulting in minimal heat loss and very 
low heating bills for residents.

More details and registration at www.aianh.
org/aia_events.asp. 2.75 AIA CEUS. n

Terry Moore, 
“Carlton House Desk, 
”Figured Santos rosewood 
with curly maple accents
Photo credit: Bill Truslow

HOUSE TOUR, Cont'd from p. 1
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Construction Summary

Construction Summary is provided by Construction Summary of NH, Inc. 
734 Chestnut St., Manchester, NH 03104

Project: Window Replacement 
Cost: $314,803
Location: Nashua, NH
Owner: City of Nashua
Architect: Barker Architects PLLC
Project Mgr: Jordan Institute
Contractor: DL King & Associates Inc.

Project: Cafeteria Renovations (#80484)  
 (Contract B)
Cost: $158,283
Location: Concord, NH
Owner: State of NH-DOT
Architect: Randall T Mudge & Associates
Project Mgr: Quantum Construction 
 Consultants LLC
Gen. Contractor: Wesfield Construction

Project: Construction Management Services  
 (Lebanon Middle School)
Location: Lebanon, NH
Owner: Lebanon School District-SAU#88
Architect: Banwell Architects
Engineers: Pathways Consulting LLC
Const. Mgr.: Trumbull Nelson Co.

Project: Exeter Hospital Renovations 
 (Floors 1,2&3)
Location: Exeter, NH 
Owner: Exeter Health Resources
Architect: SMRT
Gen. Contractor: Harvey Construction Corp

Project: Campus Energy Upgrades
Cost: $628,270
Owner: University System of NH
Engineer: Rist Frost Shumway Engineering
Contractor: Interstate Electric Services Corp

Project: Building Addition & Renovations 
(Microspec Corp)
Location: Peterborough, NH
Owner: Microspec Corp
Architect: Scott Swanson
Engineers: Thayer Fellows, Downing 
 Engineering, Design Day Mechanicals
Gen. Contractor: Ingram Construction Corp.

Project: Gymnasium Roof Replacement  
 & Structural Modifications (Middle/ 
 High School)
Cost: $210,216
Location: Pittsfield, NH
Owner: Pittsfield School District-SAU 51
Architect: Harriman Associates
Gen. Contractor: Whitcher Builder Inc.

Project: Westmoreland School Renovations  
 & Window Replacement
Cost: $219,991
Location: Westmoreland, NH
Owner: Westmoreland School District
Architect: Frank Marinace Architect PA
Gen. Contractor: James J Welch Co.

Project: New Elevator & Stair Replacement
Location: Nashua, NH
Owner: John J Flatley Co.
Architect: Lauer Architects PA
Engineers:Conway Engineering, 
 Steffensen Engineering
Contractor: CMGC Building Corp

Project: Ticket Building & North Lodge 
 Addition & Renovation (Mt.Cranmore)
Cost: Approx. $500,000
Location: North Conway, NH
Architect: Michael Couture Architect
(603/356-9606) (Fax 356-0888)
Gen. Contractor: LA Drew Inc.

Project: McConnell Center Renovations  
 For School District Media Access Center  
 (Design/Build)
Cost: $149,500
Owner: City of Dover
Design/Build Cont.: Martini Northern Inc.

Project: Portwalk Apartments
Location: Portsmouth, NH
Owner: Portwalk Apartment 1 LLC
Architect: PCI Architecture
Gen. Contractor: Pro Con Construction Inc.

Project: (A)Public Safety Building 
 Renovations (B)Pop Whalen Arena  
 ADA Improvements
Location: Wolfeboro, NH 
Owner: Town of Wolfeboro
Architect: AG Architects PC
Contractor: Pellowe Construction LLC

Project: HVAC Upgrades (Stillings Hall  
 Catering Office) 
Cost: $68,400
Location: Durham, NH
Owner: University of NH
Architect/Engineer: Harriman Associates
Contractor: Ambient Temperature Corp

Project: Town Office Improvements 
 (Phase 1)
Cost: Approx. $244,000
Location: Auburn, NH
Owner: Town of Auburn
Architect: Banwell Architects
Engineer: Stantec Consulting Services Inc.
Gen. Contractor: Pidela Corp

Project: Fire Exits (Maple Street & Nancy  
 Loud Schools)
Cost: $290,000
Location: Rochester, NH
Owner: Rochester School Department
Architect: Frank Marinace Architect PA
Gen. Contractor: Horne Construction Co.

Project: Strafford School (Additions &  
 Renovations)
Cost: Approx. $5,000,000
Location: Strafford, NH
Architect: Davis Goudreau Architects Inc.
Engineers: Appledore Engineering Inc., 
 Engineered Building Systems Inc.,
 Petersen Engineering, 
 Summit Engineering
Const. Mgr.: Bonnette Page & Stone

Project: Rehabilitation of Multi-Family  
 Homes (Phase II)
Cost: $650,000
Location: Rochester, NH 
Owner: The Housing Partnership
Architect: Lassel Architects
Const. Mgr.: Horne Construction Co.

Project: Church Renovations & 
 Garage Addition
Location: Keene, NH
Owner: Monadnock Covenant Church
Architect: Weller & Michal Architects Inc.
Const. Mgr.: MacMillin Co.
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Calendar of Events
Sept 1  Plan NH After Hours, Keene 
(to be confirmed)  
 
Sept 9 AIANH Chapter Meeting: 
Furniture Masters David Lamb & Terry 
Moore will lead us on a private tour of the 
exhibition NH Furniture Masters Annual 
Exhibit. See page 1. 1.5 AIA CEUs; online 
registration: www.aianh.org/aia_events.asp 

Sept 9 NH-ASHRAE Golf Outing: An-
nual Granite State Golf Outing; Program: 
National ASHRAE President, Lynn Bel-
lenger; Dinner: Candia Woods Golf Links, 
www.ashraenh.org 

Sept 21  AIANH Board Mtg, Stahlman 
Group, Concord, 5:30 pm

Sept 27  PlanNH Golf Event, Nashua CC

Sept 28 AIANH Annual House 
Tour, Three residences in Peterborough, 
NH, followed by a reception, dinner, and 
presentation at the Peterborough Histori-
cal Society. See page 1. 2.75 AIA CEUs. 
Sponsored by LePage Millwork; online 
registration: www.aianh.org/aia_events.asp 

Oct 7 AIANH Continuing Ed/Trade 
Show with Sherwin Williams; presenta-
tions on sealants, concrete conditions, 
and roof coatings. Vendor trade show. 
NH Audubon, Concord, www.aianh.org/
aia_events.asp

Oct 14 Joint AIANH-AIAVT Chapter 
Meeting, Putney School, Putney, VT; tours 
and presentation; AIA CEUs, www.aianh.
org/aia_events.asp

Oct 20  AIANH Informal Chat 
Group: Pecha Kucha in Keene; more infor-
mation to come. 

Oct 21-22 AIANH Board Retreat, Sugar 
Hill, NH

Oct 26  AIANH Education/Program-
ming/IDC Committee Meetings, Stahlman 
Group 4-6 pm 

Nov 2-4  Building NH Trade Show and 
Conference: Big Impact, Small Footprint, 
Grappone Center, Concord, http://granit-
estatebuilder.com

Nov 10 RPI Dean Evan Douglas to 
speak at the AIANH November Chapter 
Meeting; more information to come, 
www.aianh.org/aia_events.asp

Nov 16  AIANH Board Mtg, LBPA, 
Manchester, 5:30 pm

Nov 17-19 Build Boston, Seaport World 
Trade Center, www.buildboston.com

Nov 18-19 AIANE Regional Confer-
ence, Boston, www.architects.org/news/
monthly_calendar.cfm

Nov 17-19 Greenbuild International Con-
ference & Expo, Chicago, www.greenbuild-
expo.org/Home.aspx

Nov 23  AIANH Education/Program-
ming/IDC Committee Meetings, Stahlman 
Group 4-6 pm

Dec 7-Jan 21 AIANH Awards Submis-
sions Exhibit, NH Institute of Art

AIA New Hampshire
PO Box 398
Keene, NH 03431
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Photo of the Month 
Fence, from a recent trip 
to western Connecticut

photo by:
Paul H. Bourbeau, AIA
PlanAhead, Inc.
Portsmouth, NH

WE NEED 
MORE PHOTOS!! 
Why not send us one of 
your photos for print? 300 
ppi jpegs, approximately 
4 x 6 inches, BW or color. 
Send along with a title, 
brief caption, and your 
name, to office@aianh.org.
 


